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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1910. 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  7358 

Estimated  Population,  June  1910  ...  ...  101035 

Population  per  Acre  ..  •••  ...  13' 73 

Number  of  Houses  in  Borough  ...  ...  20025 

Number  of  persons  per  House  ...  ...  5'04 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...£293551 

Id.  in  the  £  yields  for  General  Purposes  ...  £1061 

Marriage  Rate  for  Walsall  Registration  District  16'08 
Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  26' 99 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  12' 15 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1000  Births  ...  11477 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  O' 87 

Respiratory  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  2'06 

Total  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  ...  ...  47 

Infantile  Mortality  from  Diarrhoea  per  1000  Births  10' 63 

Death  Rate  from  Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  0 '85 

Death  Rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis...  O' 25 

Percentage  of  Uncertified  Deaths  ...  ...  V30 

Rainfall  ...  ...  ...  ...  35'03 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 

_  LW 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Walsall. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Miss  Newman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health,  Vital  Statistics,  and  Sanitary 
condition  generally,  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  I910. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  belonging  to  the 
Borough  have  declined  by  220,  the  corrected  death  rate 
being  1215,  in  I909  it  was  I4'27' 

The  birth-rate  still  shows  in  general  with  the  rest 
of  the  Country,  a  further  decline,  this  year  26*99,  as 
against  28^08  last  year. 

The  Vital  Statistics  generally  are  satisfactory. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  as  calculated  per  looo  births, 
has  decreased  to  II47 7  from  136*80  last  year,  being 
slightly  under  the  average  of  77  large  towns,  which  is  115. 
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As  the  Census  is  being  taken  this  year  (1911)  the 
rates  given  can  only  be  accepted  with  reserve  as  estimated 
approximately,  the  assumption  always  being  that  the 
population  has  increased  in  the  same  mtio  as  shown  by 
previous  Censi.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
estimated  population  is  greater  than  the  Census  will 
show,  in  this  case,  the  rates  given  in  the  Report  will  be 
greater  than  those  given  in  the  pages  of  this  Report. 

The  Marriage-rate  of  the  Walsall  Registration  District 
has  increased  to  l6’o8  from  9  38  last  year. 

The  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  show  an 
increase  of  l6l  cases  this  year,  being  726  as  against  565 
last  year.  It  is  satisfactory,  however,  to  record  the  fact 
that  the  mortality  from  these  diseases  has  actually 
diminished. 

The  town  has  been  almost  free  from  Measles. 

The  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Inspector  (Dr. 
Serjeant)  showing  in  detail  the  work  of  inspection  of 
scholars,  is  as  usual  added  to  this  Report. 

For  the  first  time,  a  Report  of  the  work  of  the  Female 
Health  Visitor  is  included.  The  work  of  the  department 
in  this  direction  has  laboured  under  considerable  disadvan¬ 
tage,  the  duties  of  the  Office  for  a  period  of  four  months, 
on  account  of  illness,  being  carried  out  by  deputy  (Nurse 
Shedden),  acting  for  Miss  Joseph.  For  a  period  of  two 
months  the  Office  was  vacant,  until  Miss  Wingate  was 
appointed,  she  commenced  her  duties  on  December 
4th,  I9I0.  As  this  branch  of  work  is  an  innovation,  and 
considering  the  enforced  in-action,  it  is  premature  to 
conjecture  results,  though  in  the  abstract  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  carried  out  in  the  right  spirit  by 
one  who  understands  the  peculiarities  and  traits  of  the 
masses  of  the  poor,  it  is  bound  to  show  good  results  At 
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the  onset,  the  Midwives  and  the  poor  resented  and  showed 
hostility  to  advice  or  instructions  tendered ;  a  much 
ameliorated  state  now  prevails,  and  both  parties  are  willing 
to  receive,  and  even  come  seeking  to  learn. 

I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  kind  consideration 
shown  me  by  the  Members  of  the  Council,  and  in  conclusion 
testify  to  the  strenuous  work,  untiring  efforts,  and  loyal 
co-operation  of  the  Chief  Inspector  and  each  member  of 
the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HARRY  SHORE,  M.D.,B.S.,D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPO  RT. 


Walsall  is  a  town  which  dates  back  to  antiquity  of  an 
area  of  7,350  acres  ;  it  stands  538  feet  above  the  sea 
level  ;  Statistics  go  to  prove  it  is  healthy  for  a  manufac¬ 
turing.  town. 

Leather  from  the  raw  to  the  finished  article  in  all 
varieties  is  its  staple  industry.  Castings  of  all  descriptions 
in  various  metals,  hollow  hardware,  Ironworks,  tubing, 
galvanizing  and  clothing  works,  are  carried  on  extensively. 

The  town  has  been  through  a  period  of  considerable 
depression  in  this  staple  industry,  though  trade  on  the 
whole  is  now  improved. 

From  an  intimate  knowledge  of  all  the  various 
industries,  I  cannot  recall  any  trade  that  can  be  said  to 
show  any  particular  incidence  or  influence  on  the  health 
of  its  workers.  Possibly  one  might  adduce  somewhat  an 
unusual  prevalence  of  anaemia  amongst  factory  girls, 
though  the  conditions  under  which  they  work  are  good 
so  far  as  ventilation,  light  and  air  space  are  concerned. 

There  is  adequate  dwelling  accommodation  for  the 
working  classes,  there  being  no  lack  of  sanitary  and 
healthy  houses. 
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Walsall  does  not  possess  a  single  cellar  dwelling- 
house. 

In  the  main,  the  air  space  and  area  to  each  house  are 
ample. 

In  the  oldest  parts  of  the  Borough  where  the  streets 
are  narrow,  air  space  and  light  are  at  a  discount,  and 
it  is  here  where  courts  and  alleys  with  their  inherent 
drawbacks  exist. 

Though  house  to  house  inspection  has  been  most 
efficiently  carried  out  in  the  past,  much  more  and  closer 
work  is  being  done  in  this  direction  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  I909  ;  the 
record  of  inspection  required  to  be  carried  out  necessita¬ 
ting  this  increased  work. 

During  the  past  year,  74  houses  have  been  closed 
and  60  demolished. 

Viewed  from  various  points  and  aided  by  an  inner 
and  intimate  knowledge  of  how  the  poor  actually  live, 
the  conclusions  drawn  are  that  in  spite  of  Education 
Acts  having  been  in  force  for  over  40  years,  one  is  met 
at  almost  every  turn  with  the  lack  of  the  sense  of 
common  sanitary  decency,  abhorrence  of  ventilation,  and 
one  may  add,  cleanliness. 

To  my  mind  the  various  powers  given  us  by  the 
legislature  for  enforcing  sanitary  conditions  to  be 
observed  amongst  certain  classes,  are  somewhat  akin  to 
putting  the  cart  before  the  horse.  The  remedies  though 
indispensable  must  be  of  the  nature  of  coercion.  In 
actual  practice,  there  is  a  considerable  class  upon  whom 
fines  could  not  be  enforced,  and  to  whom  the  alternative 
would  almost  be  regarded  as  bettering  themselves 
temporarily. 
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The  real  solution  is  and  should  be  found  in  educa¬ 
ting  the  poorer  classes  to  a  due  sense  of  simple 
Hygienics.  Health  Lectures,  admirable  though  they  may 
be,  and  I  fully  appreciate  the  work  that  has  been  done 
in  this  direction,  will  and  do  fail  to  attract  the  class  to 
which  these  remarks  apply. 

The  fitting  time  and  place  for  such  education 
naturally  falls  within  the  sphere  of  school  life,  and  for 
my  own  part,  I  can  only  regret  that  if  less  of  the 
academic  and  more  of  the  practical,  to  wit,  this  subject  were 
taught,  the  moral  would  be  obvious  and  should  result  in  the 
future  in  an  improved  social,  moral  and  physical  condition. 
Preventative  is  better  than  curative  treatment.  The  con¬ 
dition  one  finds  in  this  class  of  tenants  is  one  of  destitution, 
greater  or  lesser,  where  the  rent,  though  small,  is  paid, 
“When  we  have  got  it,”  and  it  is  a  difficult  problem  to 
solve,  how  to  provide  house  accommodation  for  such  a 
class,  as  most  frequently  such  are  almost  within  the  Union 
Portals ;  it  is  an  object  lesson  of  half  or  even  a  quarter 
of  a  loaf  being  better  than  none. 

The  remedy  for  these  conditions  is  naturally  the 
abatement  of  the  causes,  and  though  much  depends 
upon  the  overburdened  condition  of  the  labour  market 
I  am  convinced  that  a  fair  percentage  may  be  attributed  to 
their  own  faultsor  shortcomings,  this  only  further  emphasizes 
the  failure  of  our  education  as  an  enlightening  social 
factor.  It  is  obvious  that  a  fair  house  will  command  a 
fair  rent,  and  however  much  we  desire  to  see  the  working 
classes  properly  and  suitably  housed,  the  payment  of 
rent  must  be  the  dominating  factor  of  the  situation.  In 
Walsall,  we  are  keenly  alive  to  the  necessity  of  the 
betterment  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poor.  Legislature 
provides  powers  to  this  end,  but  the  co-operation  of  the 
poor  to  maintain  sanitary  improvements  provided,  leaves 
much  to  be  desired. 
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However  desirable  the  demolition  or  extinction  of 
what  we  consider  insanitary  houses  are  in  principle  or 
theory,  in  practice,  caution  and  discretion  is  very 
requisite,  for  I  am  convinced  that  were  this  carried  out 
too  zealously  or  extensively,  it  would  merely  result  in 
overcrowding  in  other  houses  to  become  their  successors 
in  this  state  in  the  near  future.  From  an  intimate 
acquaintance,  I  know  there  is  a  class  of  tenantry  that 
could  always  be  relied  upon  to  transpose  the  best 
of  houses  into  the  most  insanitary  ones  in  the  shortest 
of  periods. 

To  paraphrase  a  proverb,  one  might  say  “Acts  of 
Parliament  propose,  social  conditions  dispose.” 

The  Birth-rate  is  again  lower  and  has  decreased  at 
a  greater  rate  than  the  Death-rate,  indicating  a  net  loss 
to  the  community. 

Speaking  generally  for  the  country  at  large,  though 
there  are  grounds  for  supposing  that  the  human  race  is 
less  fertile  than  in  the  past,  still,  the  real  cause  is 
commonly  accepted  to  be  the  shirking  of  maternity. 

Members  of  all  classes  of  Society  in  this,  “The  age 
of  the  emancipation  of  women  ”  seem  to  seek  means  or 
ways  to  this  end,  and  those  with  greater  means  devise 
more  ways. 

One  has  only  to  scan  the  advertisement  columns  of 
many  newspapers  to  note  the  alluring  advertisements  in 
this  strain ;  a  sinister  illustration  of  the  power  of  the 
Press. 

Much  as  one  deplores  this  decrease  in  the  Birth-rate 
from  one  standpoint,  in  numbers,  the  facts  as  argued  by 
some  of  these  offenders  shew  at  least  some  logic,  in  as 
much  as  it  is  primarily  quality  not  quantity  that  should 
count. 
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In  my  practice,  I  have  frequently  been  told  how 
impossible  it  is  for  the  poorer  classes  to  support  and 
bring  up  large  families ;  remarks  which  have  been 
supplemented  by  further  comment  that  those  who  preach 
this  doctrine  of  large  families  have  only  second-hand 
knowledge  of  child-bearing,  actual  experience  being 
a  physical  impossibility,  as  they  belong  to  the  male  sex. 

In  the  light  of  this  lament  by  the  State  it  is  a 
curious  corollary  to  find  that  frequently  Public  bodies 
advertise  for  Officials  with  the  proviso,  “incumbrances 
a  disqualification,”  and  to  go  further  still,  the  antipathy 
of  landlords  to  tenants  with  large  families  is  well  known, 
though  one  must  agree  it  is  not  without  reason. 

The  remedy  is  obvious,  but  the  application  fenced 
with  difficulties ;  so  far  the  State  has  only  encouraged 
the  artisan  who  earns  at  least  about  £3  per  week,  to 
the  extent  of  7/6  per  annum  per  child. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General 
to  the  middle  of  the  year  amounts  to  101,035. 

T able  giving  the  population  at  the  last  three  census:  - 


1881 

1891 

1901 

58,705 

71,791 

86,440 

MARRIAGES. 

There  is  an  increase  in  the  Marriage  Rate  this  year, 
16*08  being  the  rate,  against  9*38  in  1909.  The  number 
of  Marriages  taking  place  was  954,  while  last  year  we 
had  933- 
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BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  Borough  for 
the  year  was  2,727,  of  which  1,420  were  males  and  1307 
females.  This  gives  us  a  rate  of  26*99,  a  decrease  on  that 
of  last  year  when  we  had  2792  births,  with  a  rate  of  28*08. 

One  hundred  and  eighteen  of  these  births  were 
illegitimate. 

The  average  birth  rate  for  the  last  ten  years  is  31*83. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births 
quarterly : — 


Registration 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

District. 

Quarter 

Quarter 

Quarter 

Quarter 

Male 

Fem. 

Male 

Fem. 

Male 

Fem. 

Male 

Fem. 

Walsall 

284 

313 

256 

238 

256 

239 

267 

220 

Bloxwich 

59 

60 

69 

64 

69 

64 

68 

56 

Rushall  (partinWalsall) 

25 

16 

20 

13 

20 

12 

27 

12 

Totals 

368 

389 

345 

315 

345 

315 

362 

288 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year 
was  1223,  giving  a  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population 
of  12*10,  a  decrease  on  the  previous  year,  when  we  had 
1448  deaths  with  a  rate  of  14*56.  If  we  exclude  the 
number  of  deaths  of  persons  dying  in  the  Borough 
belonging  to  other  districts,  and  include  those  belonging 
to  the  Borough  dying  beyond  the  Borough,  we  have  a 
corrected  number  of  1228,  giving  a  death  rate  of  12*15- 
The  average  death-rate  for  the  past  ten  years  is  16*46. 
This  years  death-rate  is  the  lowest  recorded  during  the 
past  eleven  years,  and  is  about  three-filths  only  of  what 
it  was  in  1900. 

The  death-rate  of  the  77  great  towns  was  14*27;  of 
England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  13*35. 
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Mortality  from  all  causes  at  subjoined  ages  of  residents 
belonging  to  the  Borough. 


At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1  and 
under  5 

5  and 
under  15 

1 5  and 
under  25 

25  and 
under  65 

65  and 
upwards 

1228 

313 

103 

54 

51 

422 

285 

Quarterly  and  Annual  Death  Rate  since  1901 


Year. 

1st  quarter 

2nd  quarter 

3rd  quarter 

4th  quarter 

Year. 

1901 

18  17 

1447 

1983 

1789 

17*59 

1902 

17  20 

17  32 

13-45 

17  01 

16  24 

1903 

1712 

16-18 

1667 

18  75 

1718 

1904 

19  28 

15  20 

19  64 

20  08 

18  55 

1905 

15  65 

14  17 

15  34 

1304 

14  55 

1906 

1534 

12  21 

16  77 

15  24 

1489 

1907 

15  94 

13  97 

14  91 

15  74 

15-14 

1908 

15-34 

1210 

13-99 

16  04 

1436 

1909 

14  67 

15  41 

12  07 

15  09 

14  27 

1910 

14  64 

1541 

10  53 

11  56 

12  15 

Number  of  deaths  in  each  of  the  eight  Wards, 
together  with  their  estimated  population  and  death  rate. 


Ward. 

Estimated  Population. 

No.  of  Deaths 

Death  Rate. 

Bloxwich 

8,970 

136 

1516 

Leamore 

12,126 

138 

11-38 

Birchills 

15,059 

216 

1434 

Hatherton 

10,198 

131 

12-84 

Paddock 

11,773 

138 

1172 

Bridge 

9,243 

107 

11-57 

Pleck 

14,453 

169 

11  69 

Caldmore 

19,222 

162 

8-42 

This  table  does  not  include  the  deaths  of  non-residents 
occurring  in  the  Workhouse  or  in  the  Walsall  and  District 
Hospital.  Residents  of  the  Borough  dying  in  any  of  these 
Institutions  are  included  and  are  each  put  into  the  ward  in 
which  they  resided. 
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Thirty-one  persons  whose  deaths  are  registered,  but  of 
whom  no  address  excepting  Walsall  could  be  got,  are 
entered  into  the  tables  for  the  whole  district,  but  could  not 
be  classified  into  W ards.  By  glancing  at  the  table  in 
which  the  separate  death  rate  for  each  Ward  is  given,  we 
are  able  to  see  in  what  particular  part  of  the  Borough  the 
highest  and  lowest  death  rate  occurred. 

Bloxwich  Ward  has  this  year  the  highest,  viz.  :  15*16 

while  Caldmore  with  a  further  decreased  rate  of  8*42  has 
again  the  lowest  death-rate  in  the  Borough. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

It  is  most  satisfactory  to  record  a  further  decrease 
in  the  number  of  deaths  amongst  infants  under  one  year 
of  age,  and  I  have  every  hope  that  the  future  has  still 
brighter  prospects. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  is  calculated  by  the  ratio  of 
deaths  under  one  year  to  pooo  births  registered,  this 
year  the  rate  is  114*77;  last  year  the  rate  was  136*80;  in 
1908  147*80;  and  in  1907,  151*20 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  313,  giving  us  a 
death-rate  per  poOO  of  the  whole  population  of  3*09. 
Last  year  the  rate  was  3*84,  in  1908  it  was  4-36.  and  in 
1907  4*50- 

Commenting  upon  the  causes  of  death,  it  will  be 
seen  that  Premature  Births  head  the  list,  74  deaths 
being  recorded,  Atrophy  and  Debility  occasioned  40, 
Convulsions  34,  Diarrhoea  29,  Enteritis  21,  Pneumonia  26, 
and  Bronchitis  13, 

The  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea, 
which  for  the  previous  year  was  57,  I  attribute  to  the 
comparatively  cold  summer  we  experienced. 


TABLE  V. 

Walsall  County  Borough.— WHOLE  DISTRICT. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

3-4  Weeks 

|  Total  under 

1  Month 

1-2  Months 

2-3  Months 

3-4  Months 

4-5  Months 

5-6  Months 

6-7  Months 

7-8  Months 

1  8-9  Months 

9-10  Months 

10-11  Months 

11—12  Months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  Causes — Certified 

86 

10 

19 

17 

132 

25 

31 

24 

16 

8 

14 

9 

10 

13 

7 

8 

297 

Uncertified 

3 

1 

... 

1 

5 

3 

4 

2 

1 

1 

16 

Common  Infectious 

Diseases — 

Small-pox 

Chicken-pox  ... 

Measles 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  (including  ( 

Membranous  Croup)  f 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases — 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

1 

1 

2 

4 

5 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

29 

Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis, 

Gastro-enteritis 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

5 

7 

3 

4 

1 

1 

22 

Gastritis,  Gastro- 

intestinal  Catarrh 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Wasting  Diseases— 

Premature  Birth 

53 

3 

6 

7 

69 

3 

2 

74 

Congenital  Defects 

2 

2 

1 

5 

1 

6 

Injury  at  Birth 

6 

6 

6 

Want  of  Breast-milk, 

Starvation  •• 

1 

1 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus  ... 

7 

3 

5 

3 

18 

4 

5 

5 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

40 

Tuberculous  Diseases — 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  :  ) 

Tabes  Mesenterica  .* 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases... 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Causes — 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

Rickets 

1 

1 

Meningitis(notTuberculous) 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Convulsions 

9 

3 

3 

15 

3 

3 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

34 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

,  ,  , 

1 

,  ,  , 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

14 

Laryngitis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  •• 

1 

... 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

4 

1 

4 

4 

2 

2 

26 

Suffocation,  overlying... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Other  causes  ...  . 

11 

1 

1 

3 

16 

3 

5 

2 

1 

... 

1 

2 

... 

1 

... 

1 

32 

Totals 

89 

11 

19 

18 

137 

28 

35 

26 

17 

8 

14 

10 

10 

13 

7! 

8 

313 

Borough  of  Walsall — Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1910,  101 ,035. 

Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  2,609;  illegitimate,  118. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  285  ;  illegitimate  infants,  28. 
Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  1,228. 


Bloxwich  Ward. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week 

1-2  Weeks 

Si 

J-C 

CD 

CD 

£ 

co 

1 

3-4  Weeks 

T otal  under  One  Month 

1-2  Months 

in 

-C 

4-J 

c 

w 

co 

1 

CN 

3-4  Months 

c n 

+■> 

c 

0 

.ir> 

1 

■ct- 

5-6  Months 

6-7  Months 

7-8  Months 

8-9  Months 

9-10  Months 

1 0—  1 1  Months 

1 1-12  Months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  f  Certified 

7 

1 

I 

1 

10 

4 

4 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

29 

Causes  \  Uncertified 

1 

1 

I 

Measles 

1 

I 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

2 

2 

Enteritis  i 

Muco-enteritis  > 

2 

3 

Gastro-enteritis  J 

Premature  Birth 

6 

1 

1 

8 

8 

Injury  at  Birth 

2 

2 

2 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus. . . 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis; 

1 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

I 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Other  causes 

• 

1 

I 

... 

•  •  • 

. . . 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

3 

8 

1 

I 

1 

r  1 

4 

4 

2 

2 

. 

3 

2 

1 

1 

30 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1910,  8,970. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  /  legitimate  infants  ...  28 

J  f  illegitimate  infants  ...  2 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  136. 
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TABLE  Y. 

Leamore  Ward. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week 

1-2  Weeks 

m 

<u 

0) 

£ 

00 

l 

<N 

c n 
22 

CD 

<V 

* 

1 

rr, 

Total  under  One  Month 

1-2  Months 

2-3  Months 

c n 

-i— ' 

c 

0 

'T 

1 

ro 

cr. 

22 

-M 

c 

0 

% 

LO 

1 

'T 

5-6  Months 

6-7  Months 

7-8  Monttis 

8-9  Months 

9-10  Months 

10- 1 1  Months 

1 1  —  1 2  Months 

Total 

eaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  f  Certified 

12 

2 

I 

I 

l6 

3 

4 

3 

I 

1 

2 

2 

32 

Causes  fUnceitified  ... 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Enteritis  j 

Muco-enteritis  V 

1 

1 

2 

Gastro-enteritis  j 

Premature  Birth 

7 

1 

1 

q 

q 

Congenital  Defects 

I 

J 

1 

1 

2 

Injury  at  Birth 

2 

. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  . 

•  •  > 

•  •  • 

... 

. 

•  •  • 

2 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases 

1 

1 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

J  1  .  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Meningitis 

(not  Tuberculous) 

I 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Bronchitis 

1 

! 

2 

4 

Suffocation,  overlying 

1 

1 

2 

Other  causes 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

I 

1 

. . . 

1 

8 

13 

3 

I 

I 

18 

4 

5 

3 

I 

1 

2 

, 

2 

36 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1910,  12,126. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  {  ^it!“*te  infants  ...  36 

J  f  illegitimate  infants  ...  o 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  138. 
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TABLE  Y. 

Birchills  Ward. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week 

1-2  Weeks 

co 

CD 

<D 

£ 

ro 

1 

M 

3-4  Weeks 

Total  under  One  Month 

CO 

-C 

i 

O 

S 

(M 

1 

W 

2-3  Months 

3-4  Months 

4-5  Months 

5-6  Months 

6-7  Months 

7-8  Months 

8-9  Months 

9-10  Months 

io-ii  Months 

n-12  Months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  f  Certified 

19 

6 

5 

io 

7 

8 

6 

2 

3 

4 

1 

1 

4 

3 

3 

72 

Causes  (Uncertified  ... 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 1 

Enteritis  "| 

^ j 

Muco-enteritis  > 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Gastro-enteritis  J 

Gastritis,  Gastro- 

intestinal  Catarrh 

1 

1 

Premature  Mirth 

10 

5 

2 

u 

1 

■* 

1 

19 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus 

4 

1 

1 

6 

1 

2 

2 

1 1 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis: 

Tabes  Mesenterica. .. 

1 

1 

Rickets 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

(not  Tuberculous) 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

3 

3 

Bronchitis 

-J 

1 

1 

1 

J 

3 

^  ...  ... 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

8 

Suffocation,  overlying 

T 

1 

1 

2 

Other  causes 

2 

*  •  • 

I 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

8 

19 

6 

6 

< 

3i 

7 

8 

6 

4 

3 

4 

2 

1 

4 

3 

3 

76 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1910,  15,059. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  j  legitimate  infants  ...  71 

J  \  illegitimate  infants  ...  5 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  216. 
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TABLE  Y. 

Hatherton  Ward. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 

Year  of  Age, 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

c r 

CD 

n  ' 

£ 

-r 

l 

co 

1  otal  under  One  Month 

1-2  Months 

to 

SI 

4-> 

r* 

O 

or. 

1 

M 

cn 

-C 

-1— 1 

G 

O 

s 

~r 

1 

00 

4-5  Months 

5-6  Months 

1  6-7  Months 
- - - 

cn 

2= 

-i—i 

7-5 

OO 

1 

IN 

8-9  Months 

9-10  Months 

10-1 1  Months 

1  1  —  1 2  Months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  f  Certified 

7 

2 

3 

I  2 

2 

3 

3 

5 

1 

i 

2 

1 

1 

31 

Causes  (Uncertified  ... 

1 

I 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

5 

Enteritis  i 

Muco-entei  itis  > 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

4 

Gastro-enteritis  J 

Premature  Birth 

1 

6 

6 

Want  of  Breast-milk, 

Starvation., 

1 

1 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus  .. 

1 

1 

2 

T 

1 

4 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis: 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

(not  Tuberculous) 

1 

1 

2 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Laryngitis 

I 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Other  causes 

1 

1 

2 

2 

7 

2 

3 

1 2 

2 

4 

3 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

T 

32 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1910,  10,198. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  {  ‘fjgit'mate  infants  ...  27 

(  illegitimate  infants  ...  5 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  131. 
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TABLE  Y. 

Paddock  Ward. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death, 

Under  1  Week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

3-4  Weeks 

Total  under  One  Month 

i —2  Months 

2-3  Months 

3-4  Months 

4-5  Months 

5-6  Months 

6-7  Months 

7-8  Months 

8-9  Months 

9-10  Months 

io-ti  Months 

_  1  11-12  Months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  f  Certified 
Causes  (Uncertified  ... 

1 1 

2 

3 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

32 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

I 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

1 

1 

2 

Premature  Birth 

6 

1 

2 

9 

g 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus.. 

1 

2 

3 

2 

Erysipelas 

1 

J 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

1 

J 

4 

Other  causes 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

. . . 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

4 

1 1 

2 

3 

3 

19 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

33 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1910,  11,773. 


Deaths  in  the  year  of 


j  legitimate  infants 
\  illegitimate  infants 


Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  138. 
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TABLE  Y. 

Bridge  Ward. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 


Year  of  Age 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

3-4  Weeks 

Total  under  One  Month 

1-2  Months 

2-3  Months 

1  3-4  Months 

4-5  Months 

5-6  Months 

6-7  Months 

tn 

C 

O 

OO 

\ 

tN 

8-9  Months 

9-10  Months 

10-1 1  Months 

|  1  1 -1 2  Months 

Total  Iji 
deaths  sf 
under 
One 
Year,  i 

' 

All  f  Certified 

5 

1 

1 

7 

2 

2 

2 

1 

T4  i 

Causes  (  Uncertified  ... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  ... 

1 

1 

I 

3 

Gastritis,  Gastro- 

intestinal  Catarrh... 

1 

i 

Premature  Birth 

4 

4 

4  I 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

1 

1 

Marasmus 

I 

1  | 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

i 

Suffocation,  overlying... 

1 

j 

1 

2  ' 

Other  causes 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

8 

3 

2 

2 

1 

16 

Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1910,  9, 

^  ,,  •  ,,  1  f  legitimate  infants 

Deaths  in  the  year  ot  {  -,C  ...  ,  •  c  , 

^  lllGgit  1  mate  infants 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  107. 


243- 

...  14 
...  2 
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TABLE  Y. 

Pleck  Ward. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

c r. 

<v 

<u 

£ 

1 

ro 

T otal  under  One  Month 

1-2  Months 

2-3  Months 

3-4  Months 

c n 

-C 

c 

0 

m 

1 

5-6  Months 

6-7  Months 

7-8  Months 

8-9  Months 

9-10  Months 

io-ii  Months 

.  1 

11-12  Months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  f  Certified 

Causes  \  Uncei  tilled  ... 

15 

4 

2 

21 

5 

1 

6 

1 

3 

1 

5 

1 

3 

1 

4 

4 

2 

55 

3 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

1 

1 

2 

Enteritis  'j 

Muco-enteritis  > 

1 

1 

2 

Gastro-enteritis  J 
Gastritis,  Gastro¬ 
intestinal  Catarrh... 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

10 

1 

11 

2 

Congenital  Defects 

1 

2 

3 

0 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus. . . 

1 

I 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Q 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases... 

1 

1 

9 

3 

Convulsions 

Bronchitis  . 

3 

I 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

8 

2 

Suffocation,  overlying... 

| 

1 

1 

Other  Causes  ... 

1 

I 

1 

2 

1 

j 

15 

4 

2 

21 

6 

7 

4 

5 

1 

3 

1 

4 

4 

2 

58 

Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1910,  14,453. 

Deaths  in  the  j  legitimate  infants  ...48  )  This  includes  deaths  in 
year  of  {  illegitimate  infants  ...  10  \  the  Workhouse. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  169. 
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TABLE  Y. 

Caldmore  Ward. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 


1 

Cause  of  Death. 

j* 

CD 

<D 

£ 

t— 1 

D 

C 

D 

m 

<D 

CD 

S! 

CM 

1 

>-< 

in 

(D 

(D 

ro 

1 

M 

3-4  Weeks 

T  otal  under  One  Month 

1-2  Months 

in 

-C 

c 

0 

on 

1 

3-4  Months 

4-5  Months 

5-6  Months 

6-7  Months 

7-8  Months 

8-9  Months 

g-10  Months 

10-11  Months 

11-12  Months 

Total 
deaths  3 
under 
One 
Year. 

All  (  Certified  ...1 

Causes  \  Uncertified  ... 

10 

6 

1 

O 

3 

1 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

31 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

I 

r  0  O 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  ... 

1 

I 

1 

2 

4 

2 

Enteritis  I 

Muco-enteritis  > 

1 

1 

Gastro-enteritis  J 
Gastritis,  Gastro¬ 
intestinal  Catarrh... 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

3 

1 

6 

Congenital  Defects 
Injury  at  Birth 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus.. 

I 

J 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

6 

Meningitis 

(not  Tuberculous)... 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

•  •  • 

J 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Other  causes 

I 

1 

1 

IC 

t 

1 

O 

4 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

32 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1910,  19,222. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  {  infafntsf  • 

J  \  illegitimate  infants  . 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  162. 


30 

2 
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The  rate  among  illegitimate  children  was  237*28  per 
1,000  births,  as  against  109*23  legitimate  children.  This 
is  still  very  high,  though  it  shows  a  slight  reduction  upon 
the  previous  year,  when  the  same  rate  of  illegitimates 
was  261*26  per  IOOO  births. 


The  figures  during  1910  are  as  follows: 


Number  of  Births 

Number  of  Deaths 

Death  Rate  per 
1000  Births. 

Legitimate 

2609 

285 

10923 

Illegitimate 

118 

28 

237  28 

Table  shewing  the  diseases  prevalent  among  infants 
under  one  year  and  the  number  of  deaths  attributed  to 
those  diseases  during  the  past  ten  years. 


1901  1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

Diarrhoea  ... 

98 

54 

46 

102 

64 

78 

52 

81 

57 

29 

Convulsions 

86 

63 

57 

98 

76 

33 

26 

30 

34 

34 

Premature  Births 

67 

79 

72 

52 

49 

55 

83 

55 

51 

74 

Pneumonia  ... 

28 

40 

43 

31 

21 

37 

34 

26 

35 

26 

Marasmus  ... 

Debility 

50 

34 

24 

25 

17 

34 

25 

31 

59 

53 

36 

54 

40 

Enteritis 

25 

24 

30 

19 

20 

35 

18 

15 

14 

22 

Bronchitis  ... 

23 

29 

24 

38 

18 

32 

36 

36 

32 

14 

Meningitis  ... 

18 

12 

7 

9 

3 

6 

14 

8 

6 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

12 

7 

17 

81 

— 

15 

20 

20 

6 

3 

Phthisis 

5 

2 

5 

7 

3 

— 

9 

3 

3 

2 

Measles 

— 

3 

— 

10 

2 

— 

13 

— 

5 

1 

Tubercular  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

4 

5 

6 

— 

Tubercular  Peritonitis 

7 

8 

1 

11 

5 

5 

1 

2 

3 

3 

Table  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  with  the 


rate  per  thousand  births  during  the  last  ten  years. 


Year. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Rate  per  1000  Births. 

1901 

516 

17444 

1902 

424 

139  33 

1903 

462 

15P27 

1904 

537 

178  46 

1905 

391 

141-15 

1906 

440 

155  72 

1907 

432 

151  20 

1908 

427 

147-80 

1909 

382 

136  80 

1910 

313 

114-77 

Average  for  10  years 

432 

147  09 
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What  I  may  term  Missionary  Work,  viz.  : — that  of 
the  Female  Health  Visitor,  will,  I  feel  convinced,  most 
materially  help  in  this  direction  as  time  progresses. 
Unfortunately  the  continuity  of  this  work  was  handicapped 
by  the  illness  of  the  first  occupant  of  this.  Office,  so  that 
what  with  changes,  enforced  inactivity  and  suspended 
activity,  there  is  not  sufficient  data  as  I  should  desire  to 
definitely  base  my  deductions. 

I  have  always  felt  from  my  own  experience  that  it  is 
impossible  to  hope  for  real  or  lasting  results  to  be  obtained 
amongst  the  poor  unless  one  is  able  to  establish  a  footing 
of  friendship  and  create  a  sense  of  unreserve  in  them. 

It  is  a  known  fact  among  doctors  and  district  nurses 
who  see  the  poor  as  they  actually  are,  that  for  certain 
visitors,  particularly  where  benefits  (monetary  especially) 
may  accrue,  they  possess  what  I  can  best  describe  as 
“company  manners;”  the  results  obtained  are  mostly 
transitory,  and  bear  proportion  and  duration  to  the  benefits 
before  mentioned. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  health  visiting,  there  was 
a  wide-spread  spirit  of  resentment  at  this  intrusion  in  their 
homes  ;  a  much  better  condition  now  prevails,  and  I  desire 
to  express  my  unqualified  approval  of  the  tact  and  discretion 
shown  by  your  present  Health  Visitor  in  fostering  this  spirit 
of  friendliness.  I  can  point  to  the  fact  that  her  advice  is 
well  received,  and  is  in  fact  sought  after  by  many. 

The  chief  causes  of  deaths  among  infants  are, 
Premature  Birth,  Debility,  Marasmus,  Bronchitis,  and 
Pneumonia.  During  the  first  period,  Premature  Births 
and  Infantile  Debility  accounted  for  most  of  the  deaths, 
the  chief  factor  in  these  is  hardship  and  poverty,  which 
affect  the  mother,  who  frequently  has  her  children  in  too 
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rapid  succession  ;  in  certain  classes,  where  large  families 
are  the  rule,  the  deaths  are  often  in  the  ratio  of  3  or  4  to 
every  child  who  survives,  the  mother  having  frequently  to 
work  harder  than  any  man  up  to  or  nearly  to  childbirth 
period,  and  in  many  cases  very  soon  after. 

Housing  conditions  greatly  affect  chest  diseases  in 
children.  Where  there  is  no  through  ventilation,  or  where 
overcrowding  exists,  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  are  most 
frequent.  Even  where  properly  housed,  people  brought 
up  amongst  bad  surroundings  often  crowd  into  one  room 
with  shut  windows,  leaving  the  rest  of  the  house  unused. 

Wherever  practicable,  we  always  insist  upon  sufficient 
means  of  ventilation,  but  I  regret  to  state  that  in  the  vast 
majority  of  cases,  these  means  are  never  used. 

Where  artificial  feeding  has  to  be  resorted  to,  children 
are  found  to  frequently  succumb  to  Bronchitis  ;  this  is  also 
the  chief  cause  of  wasting  diseases. 

There  is  great  difficulty  in  keeping  milk  in  crowded 
districts  and  small  houses,  the  proper  accommodation  for 
food  storage  being  poor  and  often  entirely  lacking. 

A  strong  point  is  always  made  of  advising  the  poor  to 
boil  their  milk  whenever  any  doubt  exists. 

Tube  bottles  are  too  often  sold  and  used,  and  every 
effort  is  made  to  discourage  their  use  ;  it  would  be  an 
undoubted  boon  if  their  sale  was  illegal. 

The  nature  of  the  environments  of  the  poor  must  of 
necessity  exercise  a  considerable  influence  upon  the  health 
of  the  infant,  and  thereby  upon  the  mortality  of  the  same. 

The  proximity  of  ashpits,  refuse,  and  sometimes 
privies,  &c.,  favours  the  breeding  of  flies,  carriers  and 
disseminators  of  disease,  particularly  Infantile  Diarrhoea. 
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The  unsuitable  diet  in  many  cases  given  to  infants  is 
so  well  known  that  it  is  labouring  the  point  to  discuss  it. 
For  a  considerable  time  past  this  Department  has  issued 
pamphlets  on  infant  feeding,  though  it  is  to  be  feared  these 
have  not  been  duly  appreciated  by  their  recipients. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Coroner,  this  Department  is 
notified  of  all  inquests  to  be  held  on  the  bodies  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  ;  if  the  circumstances  are  such  as 
render  it  desirable,  the  Office  is  duly  represented  at  the 
inquiry. 


HEALTH  VISITOR’S  RECORD  OF  VISITS. 


Twin  Births 
notified. 

Triplets 

notified- 

Still-Born 

notified- 

Medical  Help 
notified. 

Death  of  child  notified 
no  Medical  Prac¬ 
titioner  present. 

23 

2 

38 

70 

10 

Total 

Visits. 

1  st 
Birth 
Visits. 

Re- 

Visits 

Visits 
to  Mid 
wives 

To 

Work¬ 

shops. 

Total 

Lectures 

Mid¬ 
wives  in¬ 
terviews 

Sanitary 

Defects 

Reported. 

2616 

957 

1515 

123 

21 

2616 

8 

39 

38 

Ward. 

No.  of  Notified 
Births. 

Rate 

per 

1000 

of 

Est. 

Pop. 

Infantile 
Death-rate 
per  1000  Not 
Births. 

Total 

Death-rate 

Estimated 

Population. 

Male. 

Female. 

Not 

stated. 

Total. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Bloxwich  ... 

142 

126 

9 

277 

30  880 

30 

108  300 

136 

15161 

8970 

Leamore  ... 

163 

139 

6 

308 

25 '399 

36 

116  883 

138 

11-380 

12126 

Birchills 

219 

198 

5 

422 

28  023 

76 

180  094 

216 

14  343 

15059 

Hatherton  ... 

113 

95 

8 

216 

21  161 

32 

148-14 

131 

12  846 

10198 

Paddock 

129 

124 

4 

257 

2L829 

33 

128  404 

138 

11-721 

11773 

Bridge 

85 

79 

4 

168 

18  175 

16 

95238 

107 

11 -576 

9243 

Pleck 

185 

194 

7 

386 

26707 

58 

150  259 

169 

1T693 

14453 

Caldmore  ... 

204 

214 

3 

421 

2T901 

32 

76  00 

162 

8  427 

19222 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  milk  supply  of  the  Borough,  generally  speaking, 
is  satisfactory ;  there  is  a  plentiful  supply  coming  in. 
There  are  47  cow-keepers,  having  512  milking  cows,  their 
premises  being  frequently  inspected,  and  the  Regulations 
are  complied  with.  There  are  242  milksellers,.  the  majority 
of  them  obtaining  their  milk  supply  from  farmers  outside 
the  Horough.  On  the  whole  the  milk  supply  is  wholesome 
so  far  as  physical  qualities  are  concerned.  There  have 
been  87  samples  of  milk  taken  for  analysis,  74  being  certified 
by  the  Public  Analyst  as  genuine  and  13  as  adulterated  ; 
the  latter  varied  from  4  per  cent,  to  41  per  cent,  deficiency 
in  cream,  and  from  9  per  cent,  to  16  per  cent,  of  added 
water.  There  was  one  sample  containing  Boric  Acid, 
Proceedings  were  instituted  in  10  instances  and  convictions 
obtained  in  8,  in  the  remaining  2  cases  the  cefendants  were 
cautioned  and  ordered  to  pay  the  costs. 

It  is  a  significant  fact  I  have  noted,  how  closely  many 
samples  have  been  to  the  standard  as  regards  the  3  per 
cent,  of  fat  ;  the  impression  left  is  one  of  suspicion  of  the 
scientific  blending  of  milk  to  bring  it  to  this  average.  To 
my  mind,  it  is  most  desirable  that  some  steps  should  be 
taken  in  the  interests  of  the  purchaser  for  the  colouring  of 
separated  milk  with  some  innoccuous  compound,  and  thus 
prevent  its  being  added  to  pure  milk. 

The  premises  of  dairymen,  cowkeepers,  and  milksellers 
are  inspected  prior  to  registration,  and  if  found  not  to 
conform  with  Local  Regulations,  the  person  applying  is 
advised  as  to  what  alterations  are  necessary.  The  work 
is  done  before  the  registration  is  sanctioned. 

There  is  no  bacteriological  examination  of  milk 
conducted  at  present. 
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FOOD. 

The  food  coming  into  Walsall  is  satisfactory  ;  a  large 
proportion  of  the  same,  particularly  fish  and  dead  meat, 
coming  from  the  Birmingham  Wholesale  Markets,  it  is 
usually  found  to  be  quite  sound  and  wholesome.  There 
are  Retail  Markets  (open  air)  held  here  on  Tuesdays  and 
Saturdays,  which  not  only  cater  for  the  local  people,  but 
for  customers  from  a  wide  surrounding  area.  The  chief 
food  stuffs  are  fruit,  vegetables,  fish,  and  meat.  The 
Markets  are  regularly  visited  by  myself  and  the  Inspectors  ; 
one  Inspector  being  on  duty  the  whole  of  the  evening  till 
closing  time. 

Retail  shops  are  inspected  during  the  course  of  routine 
duties. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Meat  Inspection  is  undertaken  during  inspection  of 
Slaughterhouses,  these  being  visited  as  frequently  as  it  is 
found  practicable  with  other  duties.  There  is  a  large 
demand  and  supply  of  foreign  meat  in  the  Borough,  In 
the  poorer  districts  there  is  a  demand  for  a  cheap  class 
of  meat,  the  supply  furnished  to  meet  the  same  is  in 
many  cases  that  of  aged  beasts.  Inspection  naturally 
reveals  deficiency  of  fat,  but  it  is  insisted  that  the  meat 
shall  be  sound  in  quality.  Much  as  one  desires  young 
well-nourished  carcases,  it  is  obvious  that  amongst  the 
poor  the  prohibitive  price  of  this  class  of  meat  at  present 
is  such  that  unless  the  foregoing  were  offered  for  sale,  they 
would  almost  be  driven  to  vegetarianism,  this  is  a  point 
often  lost  sight  of  by  enthusiasts. 

ACTION  UNDER  SECTION  117  OF  THE  PUBLIC 

HEALTH  ACT,  1875. 

1 16  lbs.  of  beef  were  seized,  condemned  and  destroyed, 
the  owner  was  summoned  and  fined  £40  and  £5  4s.  od.  costs 
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In  7  cases  the  organs  from  beef  carcases  have  been 
voluntarily  surrendered  alter  inspection,  the  lesions  being 
localised  and  of  a  minor  amount. 

ACTION  UNDER  THE  SALE  OF  FOOD 
AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

176  samples  were  obtained,  87  of  which  were  ot  Milk, 
29  of  butter,  9  ot  Cheese,  2  of  Cream,  5  of  Lard,  and  the 
remainder  were  of  8  various  articles.  With  the  exception 
of  13  milk  samples,  they  were  certified  as  genuine  by  the 
Public  Analyst,  A  large  number  of  these  were  informal 
samples  taken  at  such  times  as  would  favour  the  more 
ready  sale  of  adulterated  articles.  The  detailed  Report 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  will  be  found  on 
page  96. 

CONDITION  OF  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  43  Slaughter-houses  in  use  in  the  borough, 
23  registered  and  20  licensed  ;  of  the  latter,  13  are  subject 
to  annual  renewal.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  several  of 
the  licensed  houses  are  highly  satisfactory.  Several  years 
back  your  Health  Committee  had  this  question  under  con¬ 
sideration,  visited  many  houses  and  embodied  their  results 
in  the  form  of  a  specification  to  be  complied  with  in  the 
erection  of  new  Slaughterhouses;  to  this  I  attribute  the 
above  excellence.  The  standard  set  by  these  new  buildings 
has  been  reflected,  as  shown  by  many  improvements  made 
in  the  latter  establishments,  and  has  raised  the  tone  all 
round.  Several  of  the  older  and  registered  houses,  though 
not  satisfactory  as  regards  light  and  ventilation,  are  so 
satisfactorily  kept  as  to  prevent  any  nuisance  arising  there¬ 
from.  From  a  meat  inspection  point  of  view,  I  consider 
the  private  Slaughterhouse  most  undesirable.  It  is  obvious 
that  effective  inspection  cannot  be  made  when  slaughtering 
may  take  place  any  time  within  the  24  hours,  Much  as  one 
sees  the  convenience  to  the  butcher  in  the  above  system, 
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it  would  be  most  desirable  if  the  hours  of  slaughtering  were 
fixed  by  the  legislature,  and  exception  only  being  permitted 
on  due  notice  to  the  Local  Authority.  This  is  done  in 
certain  districts  by  virtue  of  Local  Acts.  The  true  solution 
to  this  matter  from  a  Public  Health  point  of  view  is  the 
establishment  of  an  Abattoir  ;  the  time,  however,  so  far  as 
we  are  concerned  locally,  is  not  yet,  though  I  trust  in  the 
near  future  the  question  will  be  solved. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Walsall  is  well  supplied  with  a  system  of  constant 
pressure  of  water  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water 
Works  Company.  The  water  is  taken  mainly  from 
the  Cannock  Chase  district  by  means  of  deep  wells  sunk 
through  gravel,  sand,  and  red  sand  stone  and  thence  pumped 
into  reservoirs,  from  which  it  is  distributed  through  cast  iron 
pipes  to  the  various  parts  of  the  town.  It  is  pure,  wholesome 
and  of  exceedingly  good  quality,  Its  action  on  lead  pipes 
is  nil.  Samples  are  taken  frequently  and  the  Public  Analyst 
invariably  reports  them  to  be  good  wholesome  drinking 
water. 

ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES. 

This  work  has  slightly  increased ;  the  number  of 
nuisances  abated  for  the  past  year  was  1902,  the  previous 
year  there  were  1897.  The  causes  mostly  concerned  have 
been  those  of  defective  or  want  of  drains,  defective  water- 
closets,  privies,  and  ashpits.  Cognisance  of  these  nuisances 
has  almost  entirely  been  arrived  at  during  the  course  of 
inspecting,  comparatively  few  cases  being  reported  to  the 
Department  and  many  of  these  on  investigation  have  been 
found  to  be  trivial,  or  matters  in  which  no  action  could  be 

taken  ;  complaints  of  manholes  in  sewers  are  practically 
nil. 
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I  would  call  attention  to  the  growing  practice  of 
erecting  poultry  pens  and  such  like  at  the  rear  of  premises^ 
sometimes  on  the  paving,  in  other  words  occupying  the 
space  intended  for  free  circulation  of  air.  I  cannot  too 
strongly  condemn  the  latter  practice,  and  such  steps  as 
we  are  able  to  take  we  invariably  do. 

As  there  is  such  a  complete  sewage  system  in 
practically  the  whole  of  the  Borough,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  there  can  now  be  no  valid  reason  or  excuse  for  the 
retention  of  the  privy  system,  and  certainly  it  should  be 
strongly  condemned  on  sanitary  grounds.  In  the  routine 
of  our  work,  we  receive  complaints  of  the  nuisance 
experienced  through  persons  keeping  liquid  manure,  &c., 
in  vessels  in  the  gardens  for  comparatively  short  periods, 
and  yet  the  same  complainants  would  be  blissfully 
unconscious  of  any  nuisance  from  a  privy.  One  can 
only  argue  its  being  a  question  of  usage  or  custom  with 
the  same. 

Privies  must  be  from  their  very  nature  sources  of 
spread  of  disease  by  the  agency  of  flies. 

POLLUTION  OF  STREAMS. 

One  might  say  this  is  almost  non-existent  within  the 
Borough.  Works  which  previously  discharged  their 
drainage  into  the  local  stream  are  now  connected  to  and 
utilising  the  adjacent  sewers. 

EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

The  number  of  privies  in  proportion  to  water-closets 
being  very  low,  necessitates  little  removal  of  excre¬ 
ment.  This  work  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Borough  Surveyor,  and  is  in  the  main  disposed  of  to 
farmers  outside  the  Borough. 
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HOUSE  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

This  is  also  removed  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Borough  Surveyor,  the  work  being  exclusively  carried  out 
at  night  Fme,  and  the  refuse  carted  to  the  various  tips 
available. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

These  houses  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Police, 
who,  in  the  first  instance,  consider  the  suitability  of  the 
premises  in  question  for  the  purpose  intended.  I  then,  at 
the  request  of  the  Chief  Constable,  inspect  and  report 
upon  the  same.  If  suitable,  and  on  completion  to  my 
requirements,  the  premises  are  registered. 

Within  the  Borough  there  are  16  Common  Lodging- 
houses  containing  120  rooms  registered  as  sleeping 
apartments,  and  accommodating  480  persons. 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

There  are  13  houses  on  the  Register,  mostly  accommo¬ 
dating  persons  of  the  poorer  class.  Special  Bye-Laws 
are  in  existence  in  respect  to  the  same,  and  visits  are 
periodically  made  to  see  that  these  are  complied  with. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Up  to  the  present  the  procedure  with  notified  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  has  been  that  of  giving  instructions,  and 
disinfection  of  rooms  where  cases  have  existed. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  though  the  open-air  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis  is  excellent  so  far  as  it  goes,  it  falls  far 
short  of  what  should  be  the  ideal.  When  one  sees,  as 
the  Medical  Practitioner  does,  these  subjects  improved  to 
the  extent  of  what  is  flatteringly  called  a  cure,  there  is  a 
wide  field  for  conjecture  ;  assuming,  and  rightly  too,  that 
certain  factors,  change  of  occupation,  fresh  air,  good 
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nutrition,  regular  habits, &c., have  affected  these,  logically, 
one  may  infer  the  reverse,  viz.,  that  the  absence  of  these 
might  have  primarily  brought  about  the  disease  ;  at  any 
rate,  we  know  they  are  potent  determining  agencies. 
These  arguments  in  their  turn  lead  one  to  ask  if  these,  the 
first  factors,  or  we  will  say  environments,  are  again 
absent — in  other  words,  if  the  patient  returns  to  his  normal 
sphere  of  life— will  the  cure  relapse. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  educating  influence  of  the 
Sanitoria,  still,  I  maintain  that  a  great  and  latter  part 
of  this  treatment  must  be  individual  philanthropy,  in 
other  words,  new  occupation  and  better  environment 
must  be  found  the  patient  on  his  return  and  I  for  one 
can  hardly  consider  this  correctly  designated  as  Public 
Health. 

Looking  at  the  matter  from  the  patient’s  point  of 
view,  he  returns  told  to  engage  in  a  different  occupa¬ 
tion,  that  is,  presuming  he  can  get  it,  his  means  have 
suffered  more  or  less  extensively,  yet  he  is  told  to  live  in 
better  surroundings,  and  as  regards  himself,  he  is 
somewhat  of  the  nature  of  a  social  leper,  certainly  the 
Colonies  refuse  to  receive  him. 

There  cannot  be  two  opinions  from  a  Public  Health 
point  of  view  of  the  extreme  desirability,  and  one  may 
add  the  necessity  for  any  “Local  Authority”  to  be  cog¬ 
nisant  of  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  but  I  have  never  yet 
been  able  to  discover  why  notification  should  be  restricted 
to  one  class  of  the  community,  viz. : — paupers. 

As  to  hereditary  influence  I  frankly  confess  being 
somewhat  sceptical  of  the  words,  to  me  they  mostly  mean 
that  as  the  parents  lead  a  certain  form  of  life  amongst 
certain  surroundings,  thereby  certain  factors  combine  to 
bring  about  certain  diseases  These  parents  bring  up 
their  children  in  the  same  routine  of  life  and  amidst  the 
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same  surroundings,  and  these  same  factors  develop  the 
same  diseases,  and  the  world  lays  flattering  unction  to 
itself  by  sympathetically  calling  them  cases  of  hereditary 
disease- 

The  cure  of  this  “  hereditary  influence  ”  is  to  remove 
the  causes;  it  is  a  gigantic  social  question  and  one  that 
should  be  dealt  with  by  the  State,  and  I  content 
myself  with  reiterating  that  if  simple  hygienic  facts  wrere 
engrafted  on  the  youthful  mind  very  much  good  must 
result. 

It  seems  a  cynical  reflection  on  our  civilisation  that 
we  spend  millions  to  provide  intellectual  feasts  where 
gastric  feasts  are  frequently  more  needed^  for  taking  the 
lives  of  other  nations  to  the  neglect  of  the  saving  of  those 
of  our  own,  to  enlightening  the  heathen  abroad,  to  the 
neglect  of  the  heathen  we  have  in  our  midst,  and  lastly 
we  deplore  the  number  of  feeble  minded,  epileptics  and 
such  like,  and  yet  place  no  restraint  on  their  re¬ 
production. 

The  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Borough  taken  as  a  whole 
are  satisfactory,  though  they  should  be  taken  with  some 
reserve  ;  in  the  first  place,  being  at  the  end  of  this 
decade,  the  error  of  estimated  population  may  be  greatest, 
and,  secondly,  is  “the  cause  of  death  ’  absolutely  and 
completely  as  stated  ?  Cases  may  have  been  known 
where  doctors  may  have  allowed  their  humanity  to  study 
the  feelings  of  the  relatives  of  the  deceased  ;  one  may 
instance  how  rarely  Syphilis  and  Alcoholism  are 
attributed  to  the  better  classes  ;  when  certified  they  are 
almost  invariably  found  to  be  amongst  the  poor. 

Publicans  seldom  die  from  Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver 
Puerperal  Fever  exists  mostly  in  Midwives’  cases,  “Low 
F ever”  is  more  frequently  amongst  Doctors’  cases.  A  great 
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proportion  of  nervous  diseases  are  Syphilitic  in  their  real 
origin  ;  at  least,  this  is  always  the  medical  teaching, 
though  this  is  seldom  or  never  stated,  conclusive  proof 
being  wanted. 


To  sum  up,  I  consider  that  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis, 
and  Convulsions  are  over-stated;  Syphilis,  Alcoholism, 
and  Phthisis  are  under-stated. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

This  rate  is  estimated  on  the  number  of  deaths  per 
thousand  of  the  population  due  to  the  seven  common 
epidemic  diseases,  viz.,  Small  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diph¬ 
theria,  Enteric  Fever,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and 
Diarrhoea. 


The  death-rate  from  these  diseases  is  0'8/,  slightly 
more  than  half  of  that  for  the  previous  year ;  in  1908  it 
was  2'09.  This  decrease  is  due  to  the  lowered  mortality 
from  Diarrhoea,  Measles,  and  Whooping  Cough. 


The  number  of  these  cases  are  as  follows  : — 


Notified. 

Died. 

Case  fatality  per  cent. 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

571 

13 

2  27 

Diphtheria 

24 

7 

29  16 

Typhoid  Fever 

23 

4 

17  39 

Measles 

— 

9 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

5 

— 

Diarrhoea 

47 

38 


Table  of  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the  various 


Wards  : — 


Cause  of  Death. 

Bridge. 

Paddock 

Fleck 

Caldmore. 

Flatherton. 

Birchills 

Leamore 

Bloxwich 

Walsall 

Workhouse 

Totals  for  the 

Borough. 

Measles 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

6 

— 

9 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

13 

Diphtheria  and  Mem-  / 
branous  Croup  * 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

— 

7 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Diarrhoea 

4 

4 

6 

5 

7 

13 

3 

5 

— 

47 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Totals 

6 

9 

8 

11 

11 

19 

8 

13 

— 

85 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  thousand  per  annum  for  the 
last  ten  years  : — 


Cause  of  Death. 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

Small-pox 

— 

01 

■04 

Measles 

■03 

■47 

03 

•43 

03 

— 

73 

— 

43 

09 

Scarlet  Fever 

•19 

26 

29 

17 

01 

02 

•13 

•11 

12 

•12 

Whooping  Cough 

■32 

•17 

•42 

66 

— 

•30 

42 

•53 

■23 

04 

Diphtheria  and  Mem-  i 
branous  Croup  ( 

•11 

•18 

•11 

21 

•13 

•15 

04 

•08 

07 

•06 

Enteric  Fever 

•13 

26 

•22 

08 

•04 

•12 

•13 

08 

05 

03 

Diarrhoea 

1  37 

•75 

•68 

1  ‘58 

109 

1  13 

101 

1-20 

69 

•46 

Totals 

2  15 

2  10 

1-79 

3-13 

1-30 

1-72 

2  46 

2  00 

1-59 

80 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 
during  the  year  was  726,  as  against  565  in  the  preceding 
year,  there  were  77 1  cases  in  1908,  and  549  in  1907. 

The  increase  as  compared  with  the  number  last  year 
is  mainly  due  to  the  large  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases 
notified,  although,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  slightly  assisted 
by  an  increase  in  Enteric  Fever.  Erysipelas,  and  Puerperal 
Fever. 
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Diphtheria  has  declined  from  32  cases  in  1909  to  24 
in  1910. 

NOTIFICATIONS. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  Infectious 
cases  notified  during  the  last  ten  years  : — 


1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

. 

CO 

0 

Cn 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

686 

800 

1161 

519 

352 

331 

549 

771 

565 

726 

FEES  PAID  TO  MEDICAL  MEN. 


The  Fees  paid  to  Medical  Men  during  the  year  for 
Notification  Certificates  amount  to  £85  14s.  od.,  an  average 
of  16/lli  per  thousand  of  the  population. 


Table  of  fees  paid  to  Medical  Men  during  the  last  ten 
years  : — 


Year. 

Amount  Faid. 

Amount  per  1000  of  the 
population. 

1901 

£  s.  d. 

80  17  6 

£  s.  d. 

0  18  7 

1902 

87  6  6 

0  19  1H 

1903 

133  18  0 

1  10  3 

1904 

60  18  0 

0  13  6£ 

1905 

45  15  0 

0  9  10^ 

1906 

39  19  0 

0  8  6 

1907 

62  11  0 

0  13  1 

1908 

87  10  0 

0  17  10 

1909 

66  1  0 

0  13  4i 

1910 

85  14  0 

0  16  111 

SMALL  POX. 


No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the 
year. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 


Five  hundred  and  seventy-one  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
were  notified  during  the  year,  an  increase  on  the  number 
reported  in  1909,  when  we  had  440  cases. 
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Six  of  the  cases  were  of  infants  under  one  year,  154  of 
children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5,  370  between  the  ages  of  5 
and  15,  27  between  the  ages  of  15  and  25,  and  14  between  the 
ages  of  25  and  65.  Thirteen  deaths  took  place,  equal  to  a  death 
percentage  of  2*27  on  the  cases  notified,  against  a  percentage  last 
year  of  272  on  cases  notified. 

Six  of  the  deaths  took  place  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5, 
and  7  between  5  and  15. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table,  Paddock  has  the  highest 
number  of  cases  notified,  and  also,  with  Leamore,  the  highest 
number  of  deaths  recorded,  the  Bridge  Ward  having  the  lowest 
number  notified.  Caldmore  shows  a  considerable  reduction, 
having  decreased  from  176  in  1909  to  no  in  1910, 

Although  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  shows  a 
considerable  increase  on  the  previous  year,  the  disease  was  on  the 
whole  of  a  very  mild  type,  in  many  instances  having  escaped 
recognition  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  and  further,  several  cases 
investigated  revealed  the  fact  that  even  the  medical  attendants 
had  to  suspend  their  diagnosis  for  a  reasonable  length  of  time  till 
confirmed  by  desquamation. 


Cases  notified  in  each  locality  with  number  of  deaths  taking 
place  : — 


Bridge 

Ward 

Paddock 

Ward 

Pleck 

Ward 

Caldmore 

Ward 

Hatherton 

Ward 

Birchills 

Ward 

Leamore 

Ward 

Bloxwich 

Ward 

Walsall 

Workhouse 

Walsall  &  Dis¬ 
trict  Hospital 

Totals 

Cases  notified 
Deaths 

36 

1 

117 

3 

47 

1 

90 

2 

74 

1 

69 

2 

66 

3 

72 

0 

— 

_ 

571 

13 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

There  were  notified  23  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  9  more 
than  the  number  last  year,  when  we  had  14  cases  ;  the  previous 
year,  1908,  there  were  37  cases.  One  occurred  between  the  ages 
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Isolation  Hospitals: — Enteric  Fever  Hospital,  Hospital  St.,  Walsall;  Total  available  beds,  40  if  required. 

Small-pox  Hospital,  Sneyd  Lane,  Bloxwich,  16.  No.  of  diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated, 

(Note. — 16  applies  to  number  of  beds.) 
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of  i  and  5,  3  between  5  and  15,  7  between  15  and  25,  and  12 
between  the  ages  of  25  and  65. 

Four  deaths  took  place,  giving  a  fatality  rate  of  1 7*39  per  100 
cases  notified,  a  decrease  on  the  death  rate  of  1909,  which  was 
35*71  per  100  cases. 

One  of  the  deaths  occurred  between  the  ages  of  15  and  25, 
and  3  between  the  ages  of  25  and  65. 


Number  of  cases  notified  in  each  locality  with  the  deaths 
taking  place  : — 


- - -  H 

Bridge 

Ward 

Paddock 

Ward 

Pleck 

Ward 

Caldmore 

Ward 

Hatherton 

Ward 

Birchills 

Ward 

Leamore 

Ward 

Bloxwich 

Ward 

Walsall 

Workhouse 

Walsall  and 

District 

Hospital 

Totals 

Cases  notified 
Deaths 

0 

0 

3 

0 

5 

0 

2 

0 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

5 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

23 

4 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Twenty-four  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 
were  notified  during  the  year,  11  of  which  were  between  the  ages 
of  1  and  5,  12  between  5  and  15,  and  1  between  15  and  25. 
This  is  a  further  decrease  on  the  number  of  cases,  32  being  notified 
during  the  preceding  year,  and  70  in  1908. 

Seven  deaths  took  place,  5  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5,  and 
2  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15,  giving  a  percentage  of  deaths  to 
cases  of  21*16,  a  decrease  on  the  percentage  of  last  year,  which 
was  21  87. 


Number  of  cases  notified  in  each  locality  with  deaths  taking 
place  : — 


Bridge 

Ward 

Paddock 

Ward 

Pleck 

Ward 

Caldmore 

Ward 

Hatherton 

Ward 

Birchills 

Ward 

Leamore 

Ward 

Bloxwich 

Ward 

Walsall 

Workhouse 

Totals 

Cases  notified 

Deaths 

4 

1 

1 

0 

3 

1 

9 

2 

1 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

0 

0 

24 

7 
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Caldmore  has  again  the  highest  number  of  cases  notified,  9, 
with  2  deaths,  three  Wards  having  1  case  each,  as  above  table 
shows. 

In  21  of  the  cases  Anti-toxin  was  administered,  5  of  these 
cases  terminated  fatally.  This  high  death-rate  among  those 
to  whom  Anti-toxin  was  administered  was  due  to  the  fact  that  in 
the  majority  of  instances  the  Anti-toxin  was  not  given  until  too 
late,  although  its  use  is  strongly  urged  upon  the  medical  prac¬ 
titioners  and  arrangements  are  in  force  for  its  supply  at  any  hour 
day  or  night. 


ERYSIPELAS. 

There  were  notified  97  cases  of  Erysipelas,  an  increase  as 
compared  with  the  preceding  year,  when  we  had  74  cases. 
Two  were  under  1  year  of  age,  1  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5,  13 
between  5  and  15,  n  between  15  and  25,  48  between  25  and 
65,  and  22  over  65  years  of  age. 

Five  deaths  took  place,  1  under  1  year  of  age,  1  between  the 
ages  of  5  and  15,  and  3  between  25  and  65,  giving  a  percentage 
of  deaths  to  cases  notified  of  0*51,  against  a  percentage  last  year 
of  r35- 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

11  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  have  been  notified,  3  being 
between  the  ages  of  15  and  25,  and  8  between  25  and  65. 

Three  deaths  took  place,  1  between  15  and  25,  and  2  between 
25  and  65,  1  occurring  in  Birchills  Ward,  1  in  Paddock  Ward, 
and  1  in  Bridge  Ward. 

MEASLES. 

Walsall  was  comparatively  free  from  Measles  during  the  past 
year,  only  9  deaths  being  recorded  as  due  to  this  disease.  One 
of  these  deaths  was  under  1  year  of  age,  7  between  the  ages  of  1 
and  5,  and  1  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15. 
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DIARRHOEA. 

There  is  this  year  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Diarrhoea,  47  deaths  being  recorded  against  69  in  1909. 

Twenty-nine  of  the  deaths  were  of  infants  under  one  year, 
14  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5,  2  between  24  and  65,  and  2  over 
65  years  of  age. 

Deaths  took  place  in  each  Ward,  the  highest  number,  13 
occurring  in  Birchills  Ward  and  the  lowest  number,  2,  in  Leamore 
Ward. 

The  mortality  is  generally  found  to  be  the  highest  among 
infants  under  one  year  of  age.  Among  the  causes  that  account 
for  this  is  the  want  of  proper  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  mothers 
as  to  the  feeding  of  their  infants,  the  difficulty  experienced  in  the 
poorer  houses  of  keeping  food  under  suitable  conditions,  and  the 
use  of  the  oldfashioned  feeding  bottle  with  the  long  tube,  it  being 
a  matter  of  impossibility  to  properly  cleanse  the  tube,  this  gives 
rise  to  fermentation  of  the  milk  when  used. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  has  been  a  further  decrease  this  year  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  5  being  recorded,  as  against  23  in 
the  preceding  year  and  52  in  [908.  This  gives  us  a  death  rate 
per  thousand  of  *04,  against  a  rate  last  year  of  ‘23.  Three  of  the 
deaths  were  of  infants  under  one  year  and  2  took  place  between 
the  ages  of  1  and  5. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Eighty-six  deaths  were  registered  this  year  from  Phthisis  or 
Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  being  a  decrease  of  22  on  the  total 
recorded  last  year.  In  addition  to  this  number,  26  deaths  occurred 
from  other  Tuberculous  diseases,  making  a  total  of  112  deaths 
from  all  Tuberculous  oiseases,  a  decrease  of  22  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  This  gives  us  a  death  rate  from  Phthisis  of  0*85  per 
thousand  of  the  population,  against  a  rate  of  i*o8  in  1909,  and 
from  the  other  forms  of  Tubercular  diseases  a  rate  of  0*25  per 
thousand  against  ‘26  in  the  preceding  year. 
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The  deaths  from  this  disease  occurred  in  each  Ward,  the 
highest  being  recorded  in  Caldmore  and  Hatherton  Wards,  with 
15  and  13  deaths  respectively,  the  lowest  number  in  Bloxwich 
Ward,  with  7  deaths. 

CANCER. 

There  is  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  from 
Cancer,  75  taking  place  this  year,  as  compared  with  81  in  1909. 
This  gives  a  death-rate  of  *74  per  thousand  of  the  population, 
against  a  rate  last  year  of  *8i. 

One  of  the  deaths  occurred  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5,  2 
between  15  and  25,  52  between  25  and  65,  and  20  over  the  age 
of  65  years. 

The  deaths  were  distributed  throughout  the  Borough,  the 
highest  number,  12  occurring  in  Paddock  Ward,  while  the  lowest 
number,  5,  occurred  in  Pleck  Ward. 

ALCOHOLISM. 

There  is  a  slight  increase  this  year  in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  Alcoholism,  12  being  recorded  against  n  in  1909.  This 
gives  a  rate  of  *i  1  per  thousand  of  the  population,  which  is  the 
same  rate  as  last  year.  All  the  deaths  were  of  persons  between 
the  ages  of  25  and  65.  Deaths  were  recorded  in  each  of  the 
Wards,  with  the  exception  of  Hatherton  and  Bridge  Wards. 

CORONER’S  INQUESTS. 

One  hundred  and  two  Inquests  were  held  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year,  57  of  which  were  of  males,  and  45  of  females.  31 
of  these  were  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  15  between  the 
ages  of  1  and  7,  6  between  7  and  16,  6  between  16  and  25,  28 
between  25  and  6o,  and  16  over  60  years  of  age. 

Forty-seven  were  found  to  have  died  from  Natural  Causes,  1 
from  Murder,  1  from  Manslaughter,  1  from  Injuries,  1  found 
drowned,  6  committed  Suicide,  and  45  from  Accidents  or  Misad¬ 
venture. 
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In  20  other  cases,  the  Coroner  after  preliminary  inquiry 
decided  that  an  Inquest  was  unnecessary. 

MIDWIVES  ACT. 

The  work  in  connection  with  this  Act  is  carried  out  primarily 
by  the  Female  Health  Visitor,  under  my  immediate  supervision. 

Among  other  duties,  it  consists  in  paying  periodical  visits  to 
each  Midwife’s  home  to  ascertain  that  strict  cleanliness  is  observed 
and  to  examine  the  Midwife’s  bag  and  register,  investigating  all 
cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  and  according  advice  and  instructions 
where  and  when  desirable. 

All  cases  of  complaint  or  neglect  are  reported  to  and  dealt 
with  by  me,  and  where  thought  desirable,  brought  before  your 
Health  Committee. 

There  were  during  1910,  41  Midwives  practising  in  the 
Borough. 

One  case  of  breach  of  the  Regulations  was  reported  to  the 
Central  Midwives’  Board  and  the  Midwife’s  name  was  subsequently 
removed  from  the  Roll. 

Five  Midwives  were  suspended  in  connection  with  cases  of 
Puerperal  Fever. 

With  the  exception  of  two  women,  all  the  Midwives  are 
untrained. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  conditions  under  which  these  women 
practice  as  Midwives  amongst  the  poor  are  not  properly  realized, 
and  from  a  lengthy  experience  of  their  work,  I  can  most  suitably 
describe  it  by  saying  it  is  making  the  best  use  of  the  materials 
there  are  to  work  with.  They  have  to  perform  their  duties  in  the 
midst  of  the  most  filthy  insanitary  conditions  of  abject  poverty  and 
destitution,  frequently  there  is  not  even  a  basin,  or  a  rag  that  might 
do  duty  for  a  towel.  I  am  not  understating  the  case  by  saying 
that  in  a  quarter  of  these  cases  they  get  no  fee  whatever,  and  on 
many  occasions  they  have  to  help  their  patients  out  of  their  own 
means,  generally  in  kind. 
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My  convictions  are  that  these  women  render  such  help  as 
they  do  from  motives  of  sisterly  humanity,  with  possible  expecta¬ 
tion  but  little  hope  of  reward.  Their  fees  are  as  low  as  5/-  for 
the  whole  lying-in  period,  and  7/6  is  quite  a  reasonable  average 

I  can  understand  this  type  of  work  being  undertaken  casually 
but  to  those  who  decry  this  class  of  women,  I  refuse  to  believe 
that  they  would  themselves  undertake  this  work  systematically. 

Most  are  agreed  that  none  are  so  generous  as  the  poor  to  the 
poor,  and  this  is  one  phase  by  way  of  illustration. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  present  rising  genera¬ 
tion  of  trained  Midwives  will  not  undertake  this  class  of  work  on 
the  same  terms  of  reward,  and  as  the  reward  cannot  by  social  con¬ 
ditions  be  increased,  this  work  will  be  refused. 

The  State  provides  a  Doctor  for  this  class  of  women  at  con¬ 
finements,  I  consider  it  equally  essential  its  duty  to  provide  a 
Midwife  and  until  such  is  done,  criticism  is  easy. 

As  conditions  exist  at  present,  it  is  entirely  a  qu.stion  of 
choosing  the  lesser  of  two  evils,  and  until  the  ideal  is  attained,  I 
shall  deplore  this  class  diminishing,  and  as  they  do  lessen,  con¬ 
ditions  will  be  worse,  women  will  have  to  be  attended  by  others 
who  know  le^s  than  the  Midwives,  and  over  whom  the  law  gives 
us  no  control. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  induce  the  Midwives  to  educate 
themselves  by  means  of  this  branch  of  your  Health  Department ; 
it  is  always  easier  to  lead  than  drive  the  poor,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  good  work  is  being  done  in  this  direction. 

OVERCROWDING. 

Thirty-seven  cases  in  dwelling-houses  and  2  in  living-vans  have 
been  dealt  with,  this  number  is  no  criterion  as  to  what  overcrowding 
exists,  there  may  be  many  cases  undetected.  The  majority  of  ihe  in¬ 
stances  in  which  notices  were  served  came  to  our  knowledge  by 
reason  of  complaints  being  made.  It  is  not  always  that  when  enquiry 
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is  made  as  to  the  number  of  persons  inhabiting  a  house  that  the 
correct  number  is  given,  otherwise,  more  cases  would  be  found 
during  house  to  house  inspection. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

During  the  year  375  visits  were  paid  by  the  Inspectors  to  the 
65  bakehouses  in  the  Borough;  11  of  these  bakehouses  are 
registered  as  factories. 

Generally  speaking  they  are  all  in  a  fairly  sanitary  condition, 
a  few  of  them  being  in  a  good  condition. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

The  Epidemic  Hospital  at  Hospital  Street  was  opened  on 
November  25th,  1910,  for  the  reception  of  four  cases  of  Enteric 
Fever,  being  husband,  wife,  and  two  children,  and  they 
were  in  the  Hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year.  With  this  exception, 
the  Hospitals  have  not  been  used  for  the  reception  of  patients. 

NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS. 


The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  visits  made 


No.  1 
District 

No.  2 
District 

No.  3 
District 

Total 

Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  ... 

2551 

2045 

1546 

6142 

,,  Workshops  (not  in- 

477 

eluding  Bakehouses) 

389 

235 

1101 

Inspections  of  Factories 

48 

58 

16 

122 

.,  Homes  of  Outworkers 

60 

185 

54 

299 

,,  Slaughter-houses 

704 

685 

839 

2228 

,,  Bakehouses 

142 

113 

120 

375 

,,  Fishyards 

136 

229 

99 

464 

Dairies 

246 

346 

256 

848 

Samples  of  water  obtained 

13 

12 

10 

35 

Samples  under  the  Sale  of  Food 

and  Drugs  Acts 

48 

72 

56 

176 

Total  Inspections 

4425 

4134 

3231 

11790 

Canal  Boat  Inspections 

Visits  to  infected  houses 

1084 

537 

506 

83 

2127 

Fumigations  after  notifiable 

disease 

188 

167 

124 

479 

Fumigations  after  Phthisis  or 

Cancer 

28 

34 

20 

82 

Drain  tests 

84 

77 

23 

184 

Re-inspections  of  work  for  abate- 

ment  of  Nuisances 

3299 

3424 

3559 

10282 

Total  visits  and  Inspections 

9108 

8373 

7463 

25027 
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HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  &c.,  ACT,  1909. 

Primarily  the  inspections  during  this  year  have  been  house 
inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act;  23  houses  were 
examined  under  the  Act  of  1909,  20  were  represented  by  myself 
to  your  Health  Committee  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  Closing 
Orders  were  made  for  19  of  these  houses,  the  consideration  of  one 
house  was  adjourned  for  the  Committee  to  inspect,  and  after  the 
inspection,  the  owner  gave  an  undertaking  to  close  the  house. 

For  three  houses  notices  were  issued  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  and  the  owner  decided  that  he  would  close  the  houses. 

Each  of  these  23  houses  was  closed  and  remained  closed  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

HOME-WORK. 

There  are  in  the  Borough  34  occupiers  of  Factories  or 
Workshops  who  give  work  out.  Lists  have  been  received  from 
these  employers  giving  the  names  of  156  persons  to  whom  work  is 
given,  and  in  the  course  of  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  have 
made  309  visits  to  those  houses. 

Four  cases  of  notifiable  disease  occurred  at  the  homes  of  out¬ 
workers,  in  three  cases  work  was  suspended  owing  to  Scarlet 
Fever,  and  in  one  case  owing  to  Erysipelas. 

MAP. 

The  Map  appended  gives  the  area,  population,  number  of 
persons  per  acre,  death  rate,  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year,  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  the  number  of 
cases  of  Infectious  Disease  in  each  of  the  eight  Wards. 

MARKETS. 

The  Markets  have  been  visited  every  week,  the  Inspectors 
taking  this  inspection  in  turn. 

RAINFALL. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  35  03  inches,  against  a  rainfall 
last  year  of  31.47. 
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The  following 
the  workshops  in  the 


is  a  list  of  the  trades  carried  on  in 
Borough : — 


Description  of  Trade. 

No.  1 
District 

No.  2 
District 

No.  3 
District 

Total. 

Awl  Blade  Makers 

5 

5 

Basket  Makers 

2 

1 

... 

3 

Bakers  ... 

18 

20 

16 

54 

Bit,  Stirrup  and  Spur  Makers 

7 

8 

21 

36 

Blacksmiths 

2 

6 

7 

15 

Brass  Dressers 

2 

1 

2 

5 

Brush  Makers 

2 

1 

4 

7 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers 

6 

12 

8 

26 

Cart  Gear,  Hames,  Spring  Bar  and 
Curb  Makers 

11 

15 

6 

32 

Cabinet  Makers  and  Upholsterers  ... 

5 

5 

•  •  • 

10 

Chasers... 

2 

4 

1 

7 

Chain  Makers 

6 

4 

3 

13 

Curriers... 

5 

5 

1 

11 

Cycle  Makers 

2 

5 

3 

10 

Coach  Builders  and  Wheelwrights... 

2 

4 

9 

15 

Dress  Makers 

23 

27 

3 

53 

Fancy  Leather  Goods  and  Purse 
Makers 

5 

13 

2 

20 

File  Cutters 

3 

3 

6 

Harness,  Bridle  and  Horse  Collar 
Makers 

38 

30 

6 

74 

Harness  Furniture  and  Spring  Hook 
Makers 

2 

5 

2 

9 

Joiners 

11 

10 

3 

24 

Lock  and  Key  Smiths 

•  •  • 

5 

2 

7 

Milliners 

10 

5 

3 

18 

Platers  ... 

18 

11 

1 

30 

Plumbers 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

3 

Saddlers,  Whip  and  Horse  Clothing 
Makers 

39 

19 

7 

65 

Saddle  Tree  Makers  ..v 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

6 

Saddlers’  Tool  Makers 

1 

4 

1 

6 

Tailors  ... 

12 

32 

6 

50 

Miscellaneous 

39 

46 

16 

101 

Totals 

277 

303 

141 

721 

52 
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WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 


RETURN  of*  the  Number  of  Cases  of  infectious  Disease 
reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during 
the  year  1910,  and  of  Deaths  from  the  Diseases  notified. 


Cases  notified 

in  1910 

Deaths  registered 
in  1910. 

Small-pox 

• .  • 

... 

Scarlatina  or  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

571 

13 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  Croup) 

24 

7 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

... 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

23 

4 

Continued  Fever  ... 

... 

• 

Relapsing  Fever  ... 

... 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  Fever 

11 

3 

Cholera  ... 

•  •  • 

... 

Erysipelas 

97 

5 

Plague  ... 

... 

... 

Area,  1,534  acres.  Est.  pop.,  8,970. 
No.  of  Persons  per  acre 

Death  Rate  -  -  -  -  15 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Children  under 
One  Year  - 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
notified  - 


LEAMORE  WARD 


Area,  1,938  aeres.  Est.  Pop.,  12 
No.  of  Persons  per  acre 
Death  Rate  - 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Children  under 
One  Year  - 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  - 
No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
notified  - 


HATHERTON  WARD 


Area,  424  acres.  Est.  Pop.,  10, 
No.  of  Persons  per  acre 
Death  Rate  - 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Children  under 
One  Year  - 

No-  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
notified  - 


Ar  ;a,  220  acres.  Est.  Pop.,  15,059. 

No.  of  Petrsons  per  acre  . 

Death  Rdte  •  •;  _  •  ' 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Children  under  One  Y  ear 
No.  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhea  ■  • 

No.  of  Cijses  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 


BRID 


WARD' 


Area,  193£  acres.  \ 
Est.  Pop-,  9,243.  \ 

No.  of  Persons  per  acre,  47' 
Death  Rate,  1 1  *57 . 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Children^ 
under  One  Year,  16-  / 

No-  of  Deaths  from  DiariP 
hoea,  4. 

No-  of  Cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  notified,  52. 


PADDOCK  WARD 


Area,  1,331  acres.  Est.  Pop.,  11,773 
No-  of  Persons  per  acre  - 

Death  Rate . 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Children  under  One  Year 
No.  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  -  - 

No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 


PLECK  WARID 


Area,  826*  acres.  Est.  Pop-,  14 
No.  of  Persons  per  acre 
Death  Rate 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Children  under 
One  Year  r 

No  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhiea 
No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious  D'isease 
notified  -  -  [r  •  ' 


CALDWORE  WARD 


Area,  881  ^xcres  Est.  Pop.,  19 ,212 
No.  of  Persons  per  acre 
Death  Rate  -  -  ‘  '  ‘ 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Children  under  One  Year 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  - 

No  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  - 


County  3iorougfi  of  Watsait, 


1910. 


Area,  7,858  acres.  Estimated  Population,  101,035. 
Average  No.  of  Persons  per  acre  ...  13  73 

Death  Rate  •••  •••  •••  1215 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Children  under  I  year  ...  313 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  47 

No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  ...  726 

Divided  into  each  of  the  Eight  Wards  of  the  Borough. 


Table  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  district  during  1910  and  previous  years. 


Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 
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TABLE  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1910  and  previous  years. 

WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 
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N.B. — The  deaths  for  1910  in  the  columns  No.  10  and  11  are  of  residents  whose  previous  place  of  abode  is  not 
known,  and  therefore  they  could  not  be  entered  into  the  localities  mentioned  in  columns  No.  2  to  9  inclusive. 
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WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1910. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1910  FOR  THE 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 

V 

On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  &  HOMEWORK. 

1— INSPECTION. 

Made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions 

Factories 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 

122 

14 

... 

Workshops  (including  Work¬ 
shop  Laundries) 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’ 
premises  included  in 
Part  3  of  this  Report)  ... 

|  1101 

96 

Total 

1223  I 

110 

2— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

O  </) 
c 

Oh  O 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Reme¬ 

died. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

o  3 
6  £ 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — + 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

102 

102 

Want  of  Ventilation 

1 

1 

Overcrowding 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

Other  nuisances 

5 

5 

•  •  • 

("insufficient 

, , , 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

Sanitary  accommodation  unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

(not  separate  for  sexes 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act:  — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 
(s.  101)  .  . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 
bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100) 

Other  offences 

... 

.  •  . 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  which 
are  included  in  Part  3  of  this  report) 

... 

Total 

110 

110 

I  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8,  of  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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School  Medical  Report 

PRESENTED  TO  THE  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 

For  year  ended  31st  December,  1910. 


Miss  Brace  and  Gentlemen, 

The  order  of  this  report  is,  as  before,  that  set  forth  under 
the  Sec.  VI  of  the  Board’s  Circular  596,  dated  17th  August,  1908. 

6a. — The  general  hygienic  conditions  of  the  Schools  in  the 
Borough  are  good,  those  of  the  newer  Schools  showing  improve¬ 
ment  over  the  older  ones.  The  majority  of  the  Schools  are 
well  warmed,  but  in  one  Infants’  School  (St.  Mary’s  R.C.)  the 
pipes  conveying  hot  air  are  placed  4ft.  above  the  floor  level 
and  consequently  above  the  children’s  heads,  thus  leaving  the 
children  seated  in  a  stratum  of  cold  air  and  draughts.  The 
ventilation,  as  a  rule,  is  good,  but  in  some  instances  is  not 
properly  used  by  the  teachers.  The  lavatories,  etc.,  are  sufficient 
and  clean  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  water.  The  Schools  vary 
very  much  in  their  cleanliness,  some  are  kept  much  better  than 
others  and  this  varies  to  a  large  extent  with  the  requirements 
and  exactions  of  the  Head  Teachers.  The  Cloakrooms  are 
well  heated  but  shew  the  usual  defect  of  overlapping  clothes. 
There  is  no  other  way  of  drying  the  children’s  clothes  than  by 
the  heating  of  these  rooms. 

b. — The  officers  employed  in  the  Medical  Inspection  at  the 
Schools  are  as  follows  : — 
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bl.  I. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  Harry  Shore) 
who  has  been  recognised  as  School  Medical  Officer  and  is 
responsible  generally. 

II.  2. — The  School  Medical  Inspector  who  personally 
examines  all  School  cases,  keeps  records,  furnishes  reports, 
and  devotes  her  whole  time  to  the  work. 

Three  School  Nurses,  each  of  whom  is  responsible  for  one- 
third  of  the  school  area.  The  children  of  the  schools  are 
regularly  seen  by  the  Nurses  and  examined  for  obvious  defects, 
and  with  regard  to  cleanliness.  After  School  hours  each  day 
the  Nurses  do  Office  work  in  connection  with  the  medical 
inspection  and  also  on  Saturday  morning.  They  treat  minor 
ailments  under  the  direction  of  the  School  Medical  Inspector 
and  do  such  home  visiting  as  can  be  arranged  to  ensure  the  best 
possible  result  from  the  medical  inspection. 

A  Committee  of  voluntary  workers  is  following  up  at  the 
homes  cases  of  defects  found  in  the  course  of  the  medical 
inspection  with  a  view  to  persuading  the  parents  to  do  what 
may  be  possible. 

The  School  Teachers  assist  in  partly  filling  up  the  cards, 
by  weighing  and  measuring  the  children,  and  by  notifying  to 
the  parents  the  day  and  time  of  the  examination,  etc. 

The  School  Attendance  Officers  deliver  notices  of  defects 
found  at  the  examination  and  help  in  many  other  ways. 

III.  — Each  parent  receives  a  card  giving  the  day  and  time 
of  the  examination  of  the  child,  and  an  invitation  to  be  present. 
In  all  cases  where  a  defect  is  discovered,  a  notice  is  sent  to 
the  parent  stating  the  defect  found  and  advising  medical 
attention  when  necessary. 

IV. — There  is  very  little  disturbance  of  the  School  arrange¬ 
ments.  Where  possible  the  examination  is  held  in  the  Head 


56 

Teacher’s  private  room,  in  other  cases  a  small  classroom  is 
cleared. 

cl. — 301  visits  have  been  paid  to  Schools  and  Departments 
(this  does  not  include  two  visits  to  the  same  school  in  one  day) 
as  compared  with  238  last  year. 

The  children  inspected  during  the  year  have  been 

(a)  those  who  are  at  the  age  of  5  years. 

(b)  ,,  ,,  7  >> 

(c)  those  leaving  school,  i.e.  14  years  of  age  or  who  have 
obtained  exemption. 

(d)  a  few  underfed  children  left  over  from  I9°9- 

(e)  special  cases. 


Age  5 

Age  7 

Age  14 

Special 

cases 

Underfed 

Boys 

1094 

915 

560 

Girls 

96  7 

926 

536 

Total 

2061 

1841 

1096 

839 

132 

Total  examined  5>969- 


cIII.  -The  number  of  ordinary  examinations  was  4,998  and 
in  2,942,  or  59%  cases,  the  parents  were  present.  Last  year 
5,956  children  were  examined  and  2748,  or  46%,  parents  were 
present.  The  difference  in  the  number  of  regular  examinations 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  during  January  no  children  were  medically 
inspected  owing  to  the  illness  of  the  School  Medical  Inspector. 

cIV. — The  number  of  children  referred  for  subsequent 
examination  and  special  cases  have  largely  increased.  Last 
year  there  were  484  such  cases,  this  year  839.  These  children 
are  seen  at  what  is  practically  a  school  clinic  which  is  held  on 
Saturday  mornings  at  one  of  the  central  schools  (Wisemore 
Council).  The  children  seen  include  those  sent  by  the  Com- 
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mittee,  School  Nurses,  School  Officers,  and  Head  Teachers. 
They  are  principally  suffering  from  ringworm,  itch,  and  other 
skin  troubles,  external  eye  disease,  defective  sight,  consumption, 
heart  disease,  and  St.  Vitus’  Dance.  Children  who  remain 
verminous  after  repeated  warnings  are  also  seen  on  these 
occasions.  There  have  been  during  the  year  142  children  ex¬ 
cluded  for  various  periods  for  ringworm  and  126  for  itch.  These 
are  seen  every  week  or  fortnight  by  the  School  Medical  Inspector 
until  well.  The  majority  of  the  cases  seen  on  Saturdays  are 
attended  by  their  own  doctors  but  they  return  to  School  on  the 
certificate  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  and  School  Medical 
Inspector.  Especially  is  this  carried  out  in  connection  with 
cases  of  ringworm  or  itch,  as  these  were  constantly  returning 
in  a  contagious  condition. 

This  Saturday  morning  work  is  some  of  the  most  valuable 
which  is  done  for  the  Schools  as  every  child  seen  is  suffering 
from  some  ailment  or  defect,  and  medical  or  other  treatment  is 
insisted  upon. 

V.  — In  1 100,  or  22%,  cases  notices  of  dirt  or  other  defects 
requiring  attention  have  been  sent  out  in  connection  with  the 
regular  examinations,  as  compared  with  1940,  or  32%,  in  19O9. 

VI.  — The  average  time  taken  is  six  minutes  per  the  ordinary 
cases. 


Analysis  of  the  Results  of  the  Examination  at 

ALL  AGES. 


No.  of  children  seen 

4998 

Dirty  Heads 

574 

Body  Vermin  ... 

46 

Defective  Teeth 

3314 

Enlarged  tonsils 

and  adenoids 

466 

Conjunctivitis  Unflamed 

eyes)  11 


Percentages  taken  on  4500 
12*4  Per  cent. 


(  2084  less  than  4  decayed 
1 1232  4  and  over 


73  „ 


13*  per  cent. 


ft 


*2 


58 


Blepharitis  (sore  lids) 

70 

,  .  • 

1*5  per  cent. 

Strabismus  (squint) 

152 

3*3 

ft 

Corneal  scars  ••• 

1 7 

•3 

tt 

Defective  sight 

485 

io'7 

tt 

Defective  hearing 

434 

9' 

tt 

Discharge  from  ears 

81 

i*8 

tt 

Heart  Disease  ... 

168 

37 

tt 

Bronchitis 

412 

9' 

tt 

Phthisis 

84 

1*8 

tt 

Rickets 

138 

3' 

tt 

Ruptures 

82 

1*8 

tt 

Goitres 

89 

.  «  . 

1*9 

tt 

Tuberculosis  ... 

27 

*6 

tt 

Mentally  defective 

5 

— 

Unvaccinated  ... 

789 

1 7* 

tt 

Excluded  ... 

58 

.  •  • 

1*2 

tt 

Family  history  of  consumption  in 

561  out  of  2463  = 

22% 

Special  Analysis  for  Age  and  Sex. 

Age  5 

Boys 

Girls 

Number  seen 

1094 

967 

Parents  present 

620 

=  56  per  cent  513  =  53  per  cent 

Unvaccinated 

158 

„  14 

tt 

11 7  „  12 

tt 

Defects— 

Teeth,  less  than  4  decayed  337) 

609 

308 1  492 

over  4 

272 

=55 

it 

184/  =52 

ft 

Dirty  Heads 

10 

=  '9 

tt 

135  =  12 

tt 

Body  vermin 

7 

»  *6 

» 

16  „  1*6 

tt 

Enlarged  Tonsils 

104 

„  9 

101  „  io*4 

tt 

Strabismus  (squint) 

34 

„  3 

ft 

38  „  5 

tt 

Blepharitis  (sore  eyes)  ... 

22 

„  2 

ft 

9  „  ’9 

if 

Conjunctivitis 

9 

„  -8 

tf 

5  „  ’5 

if 

Corneal  Scars 

4 

,,  '3 

ft 

3  „  ‘3 

it 

Defective  sight 

7 

»  *6 

)) 

T5  „  i*5 

a 

Defective  hearing 

74 

„  6 

ft 

64  „  6 

tt 

Discharge  (ear) 

25 

tt  2 

)> 

11  „  1 

it 

59 


Heart  Disease 

29 

2'7percent32 

3*2  per  cent. 

Bronchitis 

137 

„I2 

129  „ 

i'3 

tt 

Phthisis  ... 

27 

„  2*4 

>> 

25  „ 

27 

tt 

Rickets  ... 

44 

„  4 

>> 

55  „ 

57 

tt 

Ruptures  ... 

36 

„  3 

tt 

15  „ 

17 

tt 

Goitres 

5 

„  '4 

6  „ 

’6 

tt 

Tuberculosis 

6 

„  '5 

ft 

1  „ 

— 

Scabies  (itch) 

12 

„  1 

tt 

4  „ 

*4 

tt 

Cretins 

4 

»  ‘3 

yy 

Chicken-pox 

2 

— 

>t 

4  „ 

■4 

tt 

Cleft  palate 

1 

— 

tt 

Rhinitis  (nose  disease)  •• 

1 

— 

it 

1  „ 

— 

Infantile  Paralysis 

1 

— 

tt 

1  „ 

— 

Lateral  curvature  spine 

1 

— 

tt 

2  „ 

*2 

tt 

Other  defects  or  diseases:  Ringworm,  Scarlet  fever,  St.  Vitus’ 
dance,  Psoriasis,  Endocarditis  (acute),  Nasal  polypus, 
Syphilis,  Wry  neck. 


Age  72- 


Boys  Girls 


Number  seen 

•••  915 

926 

Parents  present 

...  404  =  44  per  cent  498 

= 

54  per  cent 

Unvaccinated 

...  103  „  II 

tt 

108 

tt 

1T6 

tt 

Defects— 

Dirty  heads 

...  3  „  '3 

tt 

286 

tt 

31 

tt 

Body  vermin 

...  11  1 

a 

6 

tt 

*6 

tt 

Defect,  teeth :  less  than  4  decay’d  416) 

719 

478 1 

706 

=77 

4  and  over  303 

=78%  228' 

tt 

Enlarged  tonsils,  etc. 

...  78  8  per  cent 

92 

= 

10 

yy 

Strabismus  (squint) 

3? „  4 

tt 

22 

tt 

2 

Blepharitis  (sore  eyes 

)  ...  20  „  2 

y » 

16 

tt 

*7 

/ 

tt 

Conjunctivitis 

•••  3  „  *3 

tt 

Corneal  scars 

6  „  ’6 

tt 

4 

tt 

*4 

tt 

Defective  sight 

97  ,,15 

tt 

162 

y* 

17 

tt 

Defective  hearing 

...  94  „  12 

tt 

80 

tt 

8*6 

tt 

Ear  discharge 

...  12  „  1 

tt 

12 

tt 

1 

tt 

Heart  disease 

...  21  „  2 

tt 

3  7 

tt 

4 

tt 

6o 


Bronchitis 
Phthisis  ... 
Rickets 
Ruptures  ... 
Goitres 
Tuberculosis 
Scabies  (itch) 
Infantile  Paralysis 


...  66  =  7  per  cent. 

8  „  '8  „ 

•••  9  „  '9  „ 

...  21  „  *2  „ 

2  n  2  ,, 

8  „  '8  „ 

•••  7  >>  7 

...  2  ,,  .2  ,, 


49 

= 

5*2 

per  cent. 

15 

}) 

1*6 

>> 

23 

n 

2 

it 

7 

)> 

7 

f) 

3 

>> 

'3 

>> 

2 

.2 

)> 

5 

*5 

4 

>> 

*4 

if 

Other  diseases  or  defects  :  Diphtheria,  pneumonia,  chicken-pox, 
impetigo  contagiosa,  psoriasis,  mumps,  dermoid  cyst  and  facial 
paralysis. 


Age  14 

Boys  Girls 

560  536 

165  =  29  per  cent  268 


Number  seen 
Parents  present 
Defects— 

Unvaccinated  ••  162  ,,29 

Dirty  Heads  ...  I  — 

Body  vermin  ...  I 

Defect,  /  less  than  4  decayed  276^  406 

130  =72 


=  5°  per  cent 


Teeth  (4  and  over 
Enlarged  Tonsils,  etc. 
Strabismus  (squint) 
Blepharitis  (sore  eyes) 
Conjunctivitis 
Corneal  scars 
Defective  sight 
Defective  hearing 
Ear  discharge 
Heart  disease 
Bronchitis 
Phthisis  ... 

Rickets 
Ruptures  ... 

Goitres  ... 


34 

16 

4 

I 

90 

63 

7 

26 

26 

6 

3 

3 

12 


t) 


a 


6 

3 


7„ 


n 


>1 


>> 


ff 


tt 


16 

II 

I 


4*6 

4*6  „ 

1  „ 

*5  tt 
*5» 
2*1  „ 


141 

139 

5 


ff 


>> 


)> 


26 

25 


'9 


1%}  382”7° 

57  v  10*6  „ 
4  „  7  „ 

2  -3  >> 


114  „  21 
59  „  10 
14  „  2 
23  „  4 
5  „ 

3  „ 

4  „ 


*9  „ 
’5  n 
7 


61  „  10*9  „ 


6l 

Tuberculosis  •  3  5  Per  cent.  7  =  T3  per  cent. 

|  Scabies  (itch)  ...  -  - 

Other  diseases  or  defects  :  Lateral  curvature,  cataract,  hare  lip, 
nystagmus,  rhinitis,  psoriasis,  seborrhoea,  talipes,  syphilis. 

REMARKS. 

1  Dirty  Heads. 

There  is  a  continued  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the 
children,  and  it  is  now  the  exception  to  find  a  really  dirty  head. 
In  1908  the  percentage  of  dirty  heads  was  27‘6 ;  in  1909,  13*5  ;  and 
in  1910,  12.  When  the  inspection  was  first  started  at  the 
Schools  a  girl  was  very  seldom  found  without  nits,  now  a  large 
number  have  clean  heads.  The  above  percentages  are  taken  on 
all  children,  boys  and  girls.  When  the  sexes  are  taken  separ¬ 
ately  there  is  a  marked  difference  between  the  two.  Boys  (5)  '9 
per  cent.  Girls  12  per  cent;  boys  (7)  ‘3  per  cent,  girls  31  per  cent; 
boys  (14)  0,  girls  25  per  cent.  From  these  figures  may  be  seen 
(1)  the  great  advantage  of  keeping  the  hair  short,  at  any  rate 
for  the  first  years  of  school  life ;  (2)  some  ground  for  the 

hypothesis  that  more  children  enter  clean  than  are  so  found  at 
the  second  examination  ;  (3)  the  apathy  of  the  elder  girls  who 
could  keep  their  own  heads  clean.  There  is  however  a  better 
feeling  amongst  the  girls  than  formally,  and  even  the  infants 
endeavour  to  come  clean.  The  / act  that  during  the  whole  year 
the  highest  percentage  of  dirty  heads  was  found  in  September 
after  the  month’s  holiday  shews  that  only  the  constant  and 
unremitting  care  and  attention  of  the  Nurses  keeps  the  standard 
what  it  is. 

Defective  Teeth. 

The  teeth  of  the  school  children  are  very  bad.  The 
percentage  for  the  year  is  73,  and  for  one  month,  i.e.  September, 
was  as  high  as  95.  The  big  rises  this  year  usually  coincide 
with  the  examination  of  7  year  old  children  who  are  losing 
their  first  teeth.  An  examination  by  a  dentist  would  reveal  a 
higher  number  of  defective  teeth  than  can  be  detected  by  a 
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rough  examination,  and  the  condition  of  the  first  teeth  is  often 
deplorable.  They  have  therefore  been  included  in  the 
examination. 

A  young  child  often  will  have  a  mouth  full  of  decayed  foul 
teeth,  from  which  poisons  are  being  constantly  swallowed, 
interfering  with  the  childs  development  and  nutrition  and 
rendering  it  anaemic  and  undersized,  even  if  worse  ills  are 
avoided  such  as  pneumonia.  Again,  the  teeth  are  allowed  to 
come  out  anyhow  with  exposed  fangs  ulcerating  into  the  gums 
and  cheeks,  and  often  causing  mal-position  of  the  second  set. 

Enlarged  Tonsils. 

Thanks  to  the  Care  Committee  a  great  number  of  these 
have  been  removed  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  children 
mentally  and  physically. 

Defective  Sight. 

Only  the  percentages  amongst  the  older  children  can  be 
taken  as  correct,  as  the  infants  are  unable  to  read,  so  that  only 
obvious  defects  are  noted.  The  returns  are  very  instructive 
especially  as  they  shew  an  increasing  difference  between  the 
boys  and  girls.  Boys  (7)  15  per  cent,  girls  17  per  cent;  boys  (14) 
16  per  cent,  girls  21  per  cent.  The  only  difference  in  the  school 
work  of  the  two  is  needlework,  and  unfortunately  I  am  afraid  the 
difference  of  the  eye  defects  can  only  be  attributed  to  this.  No 
fine  work  of  any  sort  (writing,  needlework,  etch  should  be  under¬ 
taken  in  Infants’  Schools.  A  child  of  5  should  use  the  near  focus 
of  its  eyes  as  little  as  possible  and  only  the  broad  distant  vision 
should  be  used.  Sewing  should  be  left  as  late  as  possible  in 
school  life  as  is  consistent  with  efficiency.  No  child  with  a 
squint  or  obvious  eye  defect  should  be  allowed  to  sew  until 
glasses  have  been  obtained.  Children  with  defects  are  gradually 
getting  glasses,  some  being  helped  to  obtain  them.  A  large 
number,  owing  to  overcrowding  at  the  Hospital  and  the  fact 
that  “eyes”  take  time  to  examine  and  prescribe  for,  are  referred 
for  5  months  from  their  first  visit  to  the  Hospital.  Some  return 
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at  the  expiration  of  the  time,  some  do  not,  but  in  any  case  the 
matter  is  a  pressing  one  as  months  of  untreated  defect  may 
cause  permanent  injury. 

Heart  Disease. 

There  has  been  a  steady  rise  in  the  number  of  children 
with  heart  disease.  This  I  attribute  to  the  epidemic  of  scarlet 
fever  which  is  still  present  in  the  Borough.  There  are  many 
children  not  tabulated,  who  while  not  shewing  definite  valvular 
disease,  have  accentuated  and  impaired  hearts,  the  result  of 
scarlet  fever. 

Bronchitis. 

The  bronchitis  returns  for  the  year  are  heaviest  in  June 
when  there  were  cold  winds  prevalent. 

Phthisis. 

The  Phthisis  percentage  is  inaccurate  as  obviously  many 
phthisical  and  tuberculosis  children  are  unable  to  attend  School. 

Rickets. 

There  appears  a  tendency  for  the  evidence  of  rickets  to 
disappear  in  late  childhood. 

Goitres. 

These  are  very  numerous  in  the  district  and  shew  the  usual 
tendency  to  affect  females  rather  than  males  especially  at  later 
ages. 

Vaccination. 

The  number  of  unvaccinated  children  is  very  large  and 
many  others  are  insufficiently  protected  by  one  mark.  These 
will  always  be  a  weak  spot  in,  and  source  of  danger  to  the 
health  of  the  Borough.  At  the  present  time  smallpox  is  as  near 
as  Oldham  and  in  the  event  of  a  severe  outbreak  or  one  in  the 
town  itself  a  very  severe  epidemic  must  result. 
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The  average  heights  and  weights  of  the  children  are  as 
follows : — 


No. 

Sex 

Age 

Height 

Weight 

1094 

Boys 

5 

3ft.  4ins.  (im  Icm) 

2st.  9flbs.  (17  k) 

96  7 

Girls 

5 

3ft.  4iins.,  (im  3cm) 

2st.  10  lbs.  (I7dk) 

863 

Boys 

7 

3ft.  9fins.  (im  16cm) 

3st.  5 fibs.  (21  k) 

926 

Girls 

7 

3ft.  loins,  dm  17cm) 

3st.  Sflbs.  (21  k) 

560 

Boys 

14 

4ft.  8fins.  dm  42cm) 

5st.  11  lbs.  (38'6k) 

536 

Girls 

14 

4ft.  9iins.  (im  45cm) 

5st.  I2ilbs.  (38’8k) 

Clothing  and  Boots. 

Clothing  Boots. 


No. 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

None 

4988 

3707 

1006 

l_n 

CO 

<N 

4110 

476 

410 

2 

Good  =  sufficient  to  keep  child  warm 
Fair  „  doubtful  value  according  to  season 
Poor  „  certainly  insufficient 

A  record  between  the  trades  of  the  parent  and  the  presence 
of  consumption  gives  the  following  result: 

Number  of  people  dead  of  or  suffering  from  consumption,  67. 


Trades. 

Miners  ...  ...  ••  ...  ...  7 

Saddlers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Casters  -  ...  ..  ...  6 

Harness  makers,  Brass  dressers,  Carpenters, 

Glass  blowers,  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  each 

Filers,  Millers,  Labourers,  Brick  labourers, 

Fitters,  Stone  masons  ...  ...  ...  3  each 


24  other  trades,  one  each.  As  last  year  the  miners  head  the 

list. 

These  figures  should  be  taken  in  conjunction  with  the 
number  of  persons  employed  in  each  trade  in  the  town. 
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/. — Minor  defects  are  treated  at  the  schools  by  the  School 
Nurses  under  the  direction  of  the  School  Medical  Inspector.  In 
more  severe  defects  the  School  Nurses  call  at  the  home  of  the 
child  and  impress  upon  the  parent  the  necessity  of  obtaining 
medical  advice.  The  Voluntary  Committee,  above  referred  to, 
is  making  experiments  in  following  up  these  cases  and  recording 
results.  All  cases  of  ringworm,  vermin,  phthisis,  chorea,  etc., 
which  have  been  excluded  from  School  as  unfit  to  attend,  are 
seen  weekly  by  the  School  Medical  Inspector. 

g  —  A  return  of  the  cases  of  notifiable  disease  connected 
with  school  children  is  sent  to  the  School  Medical  Inspector,  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  All  children  suffering  from 
infectious  disease  are  excluded  from  School  and  disinfectants 
for  use  in  the  home  are  supplied  during  the  course  of  the  disease. 
380  cases  of  scarlet  fever  have  been  reported  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  the  schools.  That  there  have  been  other  cases 
is  certain  from  the  fact  that  overlooked  or  unrecognised  cases 
have  been  found  in  the  Schools  in  the  course  of  the  regular 
inspections  both  by  the  School  Medical  Inspector  and  Nurses. 

15  cases  of  diphtheria  were  recorded. 

In  any  case  where  an  epidemic  appears  to  be  affecting  a 
special  School  or  Department,  the  Nurse  of  the  district  visits  the 
School  and  examines  all  the  children  and  instructs  the  teachers 
in  the  symptoms  of  the  disease. 

h.  — Blind  and  deaf  children  are  sent  to  special  Schools  for 
such  cases  at  Edgbaston  and  Exeter.  The  question  of  treatment 
of  mentally  and  physically  defective  children  is  in  abeyance 
pending  further  legislation. 

i.  — (i)  Temperance  has  been  taught  by  means  of  readers  and 
fortnightly  lessons  on  morals  and  manners ;  hygiene  is  taught 
by  observation  lessons  given  during  the  year.  It  is  difficult  to 
define  the  results  of  these  more  than  other  lessons. 
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(ii)  Free  exercises  in  accordance  with  the  Board  of  Education 
Syllabus,  supplemented  by  the  use  of  clubs,  wands,  and  dumb 
bells  have  caused  a  marked  improvement  in  the  carriage  of  the 
children.  Swimming  was  taught  to  upwards  of  1800  children 
drawn  from  30  departments. 

(iii)  No  open-air  schools,  camps,  etc.,  under  Article  44  (g)  of 
the  Code  of  1908  have  been  arranged. 

j—  None,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  underfed  children. 


Return  from  School  Nurses  for  the  year  1910. 


District 

Children 

seen 

Dressings 

Notes  to 
parents 

Days  with 
S.  M.  I. 

Homes 

visited 

I.  N.  Walsall 

24,247 

276 

2,922 

452 

76 

2.  S.  Walsall 

24,227 

463 

2,105 

73 

65 

3.  Bloxwich 

26,285 

159 

2,389 

45 

64 

Attention  may  be  drawn  to  the  work  done  in  the  Schools  by 
the  three  Nurses  during  the  last  2%  years.  School  work  is 
trying  and  often  disheartening,  some  days  it  seems  that  very 
little  progress  is  being  made,  but  in  looking  back  in  the 
years’  records  the  result  of  steady  persevering  work  is  shewn. 
The  immense  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  children 
alone  speaks  for  itself,  and  this  is  only  part  of  the  Nurses’  work. 

That  school  medical  inspection  is  doing  undoubted  good 
may  be  attributed  in  a  great  measure  to  the  calling  of  the  parents’ 
attention  to  the  defects  found,  by  notes  and  visits  both  by  the 
Nurses  and  the  ladies  of  the  Care  Committee  who  kindly  give 
their  time  and  services  for  home  visiting. 

In  conclusion  attention  is  directed  to  the  help  also  given  in 
the  work  by  the  Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Victoria  Nursing 
Home  which  supplies  the  School  Nurses.  Names  are  constantly 
sent  of  the  poorest  children  who  require  home  treatment  and  who 
would  be  unable  to  obtain  it  except  by  application  to  the 
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Hospital  in  School  hours.  In  all  cases  a  district  Nurse  has  been 
sent  out  of  School  time,  enabling  many  children  to  attend  and 
in  other  cases  relieving  much  unnecessary  pain  and  suffering 
and  enabling  the  medical  work  to  become  more  efficient. 

After  all  the  help  given,  medical  inspection,  supervision  by 
the  Nurses,  and  constant  visiting  by  the  ladies  of  the  Children’s 
Care  Committee,  it  is  regrettable  to  have  to  report  that  it  has  been 
found  necessary  in  some  cases  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  Officer  of 
the  N.S.P.C.C.  Very  valuable  work  has  been  done  by  this 
Officer,  the  number  of  cases  taken  into  Court  not  being  at  all 
representative  of  the  work  done,  as  by  his  tact  coupled  with  the 
power  given  him  by  law,  he  has  been  able  to  bring  about 
improvement  in  many  cases  when  all  other  agencies  had  failed. 

HARRY  SHORE.  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

School  Medical  Officer. 

EDITH  SERJEANT,  L.R.C.S.  &  P. 

School  Medical  Inspector. 


W.  DAWSON  SADLER,  M.A., 
Director  of  Education. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


for  the  Borough  of  Walsall, 
for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1910. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  a  Report  for  the  year  1910, 
giving  particulars  of  the  work  performed  under  your 
direction  by  the  Inspectorial  Staff  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  this  being  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Report  which  I 
have  had  the  honour  of  submitting  as  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


STAFF. 

The  only  change  in  the  Staff  has  been  the  appointment 
of  Miss  M,  H.  Wingate  as  Health  Visitor  in  place  of  Miss 
H.  Joseph. 


NUISANCE  ABATEMENT. 

Tables  I.  and  II.  give  particulars  for  each  District  as 
to  the  number  of  nuisances  dealt  with  and  the  structural 
alterations  made  for  abatement, 

Two  thousand  and  nineteen  nuisances  were  under 
notice,  of  which  1902  were  satisfactorily  remedied,  and  117 
remained  on  the  books  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
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Two  property  owners  were  summoned  for  non- 
compliance  with  notices. 

Insanitary  conditions  arising  from  neglect  have 
necessitated  the  service  of  notices  on  440  occupiers. 
Numerous  details  of  similar  nature  have  been  remedied 
after  verbal  instruction  from  the  Inspectors. 

Three  cases  have  had  attention,  and  an  improvement- 
been  noted. 


HOUSE  DRAINAGE. 

Th  is  important  branch  of  the  work  is  receiving  more 
attention  each  year.  One  hundred  and  eighty-four  tests 
have  been  made  as  follows,  viz.  : — Alleged  defective  drains, 
120  ;  in  connection  with  Typhoid  Fever,  20  ;  other  illness, 
14  ;  the  remaining  tests  were  for  ascertaining  that  work 
was  satisfactory.  In  10  cases  a  Certificate  as  to  the  good 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  drains  was  issued. 

Much  of  the  Inspectors’  time  is  occupied  in  re¬ 
inspection  of  nuisances  and  the  supervision  of  alterations 
and  additions  for  their  abatement.  These  examinations 
are  invaluable  in  preventing  recurring  nuisances,  and  for 
securing  the  best  work  practicable.  In  the  year  nearly 
three  miles  length  of  additional  house  drains  have  been 
provided  to  old  properties,  a  large  amount  of  soil  pollution 
immediately  adjacent  to  dwellings  being  thereby  prevented. 

Substitution  of  water-closets  for  privies  is  steadily 
proceeding.  During  the  past  ten  years  2,282  such  conver¬ 
sions  have  been  made,  and  it  is  hoped  that  shortly  the 
privy  type  of  closet  will  be  a  thing  of  the  past. 

The  work  of  connecting  house  drains  to  new  sewers  in 
Bloxwich  and  Little  Bloxwich  is  nearly  completed,  making 
great  sanitary  improvement. 


Magisterial 

Proceedings 


Notice  to 
Occupiers. 


Smoke 

Nuisances. 


Drain  Testing. 


Re-inspections. 
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Housing. 


Houses  Closed 
and  Demolished. 


Inspection. 


Water  Supply. 


Close  attention  is  given  to  the  habitable  condition  of 
dwellings,  and  while  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  generally 
owners  are  ready  to  keep  then  properties  in  a  “  state 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.’’  and  that  801  houses 
have  been  improved,  it  is  discouraging  to  find  that  in  some 
instances  the  conditions  apparently  are  not  appreciated  at 
their  true  worth,  as  very  little  effort  seems  to  be  made  to 
live  up  to  the  better  standard  of  cleanliness. 

Comprise  7 4  houses  where  action  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  has  been  instituted.  Thirty-eight  of  these,  in 
different  situations,  were  demolished  to  afford  space  for 
extensions  of  adjacent  works  In  most  of  the  remaining 
cases  the  spaces  are  as  yet  unbuilt  on. 

Few  inspections  under  the  Act  of  1909  were  made,  the 
house  to  house  visitation  carried  on  for  so  many  years 
being  continued  until  a  scheme  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  and  Regulations  made  thereunder  for 
the  “Inspection  of  District  ”  had  received  the  approval  of 
the  Health  Committee. 

In  1906  I  reported  that  345  houses  were  dependent  on 
92  wells  for  their  drinking  water.  At  the  present  time 
there  are  226  houses  getting  their  water  supply  from  63 
wells,  as  follows,  viz.  :  — 


WARD. 

No.  of  Wells. 

No.  of  Houses. 

Bloxwich 

9 

12 

Leamore 

9 

56 

Birchills 

I 

I 

Hatherton 

3 

12 

Paddock 

23 

91 

Bridge 

3 

10 

Pleck 

7 

18 

Caldmore 

8 

26 

Total 

63 

226 

7 1 


These  supplies  are  tested  about  once  in  three  years, 
or  immediately  on  complaint. 

Samples  of  South  Staffordshire  water  are  taken  and 
analysed  immediately  on  complaint,  and,  in  addition,  this 
water  is  tested  at  some  time  in  each  month,  each  Ward 
being  visited  in  turn. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  MILKSHOPS,  BAKE¬ 
HOUSES,  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES, 

These  premises  are  all  regularly  visited,  and  with  few 
exceptions  are  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  OUTWORKERS’ 

HOMES. 

Each  Inspector  systematically  examines  Workshops 
and  Outworkers’  Homes.  Factories  are  usually  visited  on 
complaint,  or  when  they  are  situate  in  a  district  where 
house  to  house  inspection  is  proceeding.  Particulars  of 
the  work  carried  out  are  given  on  pages  82  &  83 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

An  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified,  Scarlet 
Fever  predominating,  rendered  necessary  additional  visits 
and  fumigation.  Two  prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected 
children  were  instituted. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  a  Return  is  made  each  quarter  as  to 
proceedings  under  these  Acts.  A  copy  is  also  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture. 
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The  Annual  Report  is  to  be  found  commencing  on 
page  96 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1906. 

In  May,  a  copy  of  a  handbill  issued  by  the  Town 
Clerk  setting  out  the  conditions  under  which  samples 
could  be  submitted  for  analysis,  was  sent  to  each  Farmer, 
Cowkeeper,  and  Nurseryman  in  the  Borough,  but,  as 
Official  Sampler,  I  have  not  been  requested  to  take  any 
samples  for  analysis,  neither  have  any  informal  samples 
been  submitted. 

CANAL  BOATS  ACTS. 

See  Report,  page  102 


LODGING-HOUSES. 

Thirteen  houses  let  in  lodgings  are  on  the  Register. 
Visits  are  made  at  intervals  so  as  to  obtain  compliance 
with  the  Bye-laws. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITALS. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals  at  Sneyd  Lane, 
Bloxwich,  and  Hospital  Street  have  been  visited  from  time 
to  time  by  the  Chairman  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  their  instructions  have  been  carried  into  effect.  The 
Hospital  at  Sneyd  Lane  has  been  closed  since  February 
2 1st ,  1905,  The  caretaker  keeps  the  bedding  and  clothing 
well  aired,  and  a  ward  can  be  made  ready  for  use  at  any 
time  on  giving  one  hour’s  notice. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 
MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


No.  of  dwelling-houses  examined  as  to  their  Sanitary 


condition  ...  ...  ...  ...  6142 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Workshops  ...  ...  1101 

,,  ,,  Factories  (with  regard  to  Sani¬ 
tary  conveniences)  ...  ...  ...  122 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Homes  of  Out-workers  ...  299 

,,  ,,  Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  2228 

,,  ,,  bakehouses  ...  ..  375 

,,  ,,  Fishyards  ...  ...  ...  464 

,,  ,,  Dairies,  or  Cowsheds,  or  Milk- 

shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  848 

No.  of  Inspections  of  work  proceeding  for  abatement 

of  nuisances  after  notice  ...  ...  10282 

No.  of  Visits  to  houses  in  which  Infectious  Disease 

occurred  ...  ...  ...  ...  2127 

No  of  Samples  of  Water  obtained  ...  ...  35 


,,  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts  ... 

No.  of  Canal  Boats  Inspected 

,,  Fumigations  after  notifiable  disease 

,,  ,,  ,,  Phthisis  or  Cancer 

,,  Drain  'bests 

Total  recorded  visits 

No.  of  Complaints  received 
,,  Nuisances  abated 
,,  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 
,,  Letters  sent  out  ... 

,,  ,,  received  .. 


176 

83 

479 

82 

184 


726 

2108 

937 


I  have  much  pleasure  in  again  testifying  to  the 
excellent  and  willing  work  of  each  Inspector  and  the  Clerk 
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of  this  Department,  and  beg  to  tender  to  the  Committee 
my  best  thanks  for  their  support  and  confidence  throughout 
the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 

Mem.  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Health  Department 

Council  House,  Walsall. 
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Table  I. 


Number  of  informal  notices  given  for  Nuisances,  and  other 
matters  visited  and  reported  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 


No.  1 
Dis. 

No.  2 
Dis. 

No.  3 
Dis. 

Totals 

To  remedy  detective  drams,  water 

closets,  privies  and  ashpits 

260 

318 

24I 

8I9 

,,  repair  sinks  and  fix  waste  pipes 

56 

I04 

52 

212 

,,  ,,  urinals 

3 

5 

3 

II 

,,  ,,  manure  pits 

3 

1 

3 

7 

,,  ,,  bath  waste  pipe... 

I 

.  .  . 

1 

cleanse  ditches  or  cesspools 

2 

8 

13 

23 

remove  stagnant  water  in  cellars 

2 

4 

6 

,,  cleanse  soft  water  cisterns 

6 

II 

I 

18 

,,  remove  offensive  accumulations... 

23 

22 

14 

59 

,,  abate  nuisance  from  the  keeping 
of  animals  or  poultry  ... 

30 

5 

36 

7 1 

.,  abate  nuisance  from  offensive  trade 

I 

1 

,,  repair  dwelling-houses... 

82 

85 

70 

237 

,,  ,,  or  fix  rain  water  spoutings 

39 

54 

18 

hi 

,,  whitewash,  purify  and  cleanse 
dwelling-houses  or  parts  thereof 

26 

18 

13 

57 

,,  whitewash  lodging-houses 

3 

3 

,,  reduce  overcrowding  in  dwelling- 
houses 

II 

4 

19 

34 

,.  reduce  overcrowding  in  living  vans 

,  ,  , 

... 

2 

2 

,,  lime-wash,  purify  and  cleanse 
workshops 

61 

21 

20 

I02 

provide  ventilation  in  workshops 

.  •  . 

I 

I 

,,  repair  workshop  roofs  or  spoutings 

3 

2 

.  .  , 

5 

,,  reduce  overcrowding  in  workshop 

.  .  . 

I 

I 

,,  abate  nuisance  from  black  smoke 

2 

I 

3 

,,  ,,  caused  by  emission 

of  “  Mond  ”  gas  or  “coal  ”  gas... 

6 

I 

I 

8 

,,  provide  drains  sufficient  for  effec¬ 
tual  drainage 

•  •  • 

Io 

10 

,,  provide  water  closets,  privies  or 
ashpits 

3 

4 

I 

8 

,,  provide  drinking  water... 

7 

6 

4 

1 7 

,,  fix  slaughter-house  sign 

1 

.  •  . 

I 

,,  relay  slaughter-house  floor 

1 

.  •  . 

I 

,,  abate  nuisance  from  burning  of 
leather  refuse 

3 

3 

,,  provide  drainage  for  pigstye 

1 

... 

I 

Carried  forward 

629 

683 

521 

1833 

;6 

Table  I. — continued. 


No.  1 
Dis. 

No.  2 
Dis. 

No.  3 
Dis. 

Totals 

Brought  forward 

629 

683 

521 

1833 

Notices  served  under  Walsall 
Corporation  Act,  1890  : 

To  pave  back  yards 

13 

14 

2 

29 

,,  disconnect  sink,  bath,  lavatory,  or 

rain  waste  pipes  from  sewer 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

6 

,,  cleanse  water  closets  or  privies 

(notice  to  tenants) 

69 

33 

52 

154 

To  Surveyor  : — 

Alleged  dangerous  buildings,  wells 

3o 

18 

1 7 

65 

Defective  spouting 

23 

26 

21 

70 

Insufficient  water  supply 

2 

2 

4 

Buildings  erected  without  plans  ... 

I 

4 

7 

12 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation 

at  workshop  or  factory 

3 

... 

6 

9 

Total  ... 

773 

783 

626 

2182 

To  cleanse  ashpits 

No.  of  nuisances  remaining  on  books 
December  31st,  1909  ... 

26 

2  3 

45 

8800 

10982 

94 

No.  of  nuisances  reported  during  the 

year 

674 

7II 

540 

1925 

Total 

700 

734 

585 

20I9 

No.  of  nuisances  removed  during 

the  year 

6  77 

679 

546 

1 90  2 

No.  of  nuisances  remaining  on  books 

December  31st,  1910 

23 

55 

39 

117 

No.  of  re-inspections  of  nuisances  ... 

3299 

3424 

3559 

10282 

In  369  cases  statutory  notices  were  served  owing  to  the 
nuisances  remaining  unabated  after  the  time  specified  in  the 
informal  notices  had  expired,  viz  ,  II4  in  No.  I  District  ;  I30  in 
No,  2  District  ;  and  I25  in  No  3  District. 
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Table  II. 


Alterations  made,  and  new  Structures  provided  in  compliance 

with  notices. 


No.  1 
Dis. 

No.  2 
Dis. 

No.  3 
Dis. 

Totals 

No.  of  old  privies  converted  into 
water  closets 

53 

20 

123 

I96 

New  drains  (yards  in  length) 

1045 

975 

4200 

0220 

No.  of  drain  traps 

I06 

125 

282 

513 

,,  ventilating  shafts 

49 

31 

92 

I72 

,,  inspection  chambers 

27 

22 

96 

145 

,,  new  pans  in  water  closets 

36 

40 

29 

105 

,,  new  traps  in  water  closets 

35 

24 

24 

83 

,,  water  closets  repaired 

90 

86 

3^ 

2I4 

,,  privies  repaired 

7 

15 

30 

52 

,,  ashpits  repaired 

10 

1 7 

50 

77 

ashpits  roofed 

6 

2 

12 

20 

,,  urinals  repaired 

3 

I 

3 

7 

,,  yards  paved  or  re-paved 

66 

74 

33 

173 

,,  drains  cleared 

^3 

64 

145 

292 

,,  water  closets  cleared 

62 

7 1 

60 

193 

,,  new  sanitary  sinks 

52 

118 

53 

223 

,,  sinks  fitted  with  sink  tubes 

66 

136 

99 

301 

sink,  bath,  lavatory  waste  or 
rain  pipes  disconnected  from  sewer 

8 

8 

16 

No.  of  new  water  closets  ... 

Io 

7 

22 

39 

,,  new  soil  pipes 

I 

«  •  • 

3 

4 

,,  new  ashpits 

7 

6 

4 

1 7 

,,  urinals 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

,,  cellar  drains  disconnected 

3 

13 

3 

19 

,,  privies  demolished  &  removed 

I 

3 

io 

14 

>>  ashpits  ,,  „ 

4 

7 

2 

13 

„  urinals 

3 

10 

I 

14 

,,  houses  drained  to  sewer 

•  •  • 

2 

146 

I48 

,,  stables  „ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

4 

,,  intercepting  traps  ... 

8 

4 

56 

68 

,,  drains  re-laid  to  sewer 

6 

9 

27 

42 

„  water  closets  having  flushing 

cisterns  provided 

6 

3 

31 

40 

,,  ashbins  „ 

2 

8 

... 

Io 

,,  cowshed  drained  to  sewer 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

I 

,,  urinals  ,, 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

4 

,,  manure  pits  repaired 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

,,  ,,  ,,  removed 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

I 
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Table  II. — continued. 


Result  of  Notices  requiring  Dwelling  Houses  to  be  repaired. 


No.  1 
Dis. 

No.  2 
Dis. 

No.  3 
Dis. 

Totals 

No,  of  houses  repaired 

76 

81 

I08 

265 

,,  damp-proof  courses  provided 
,,  houses  having  had  roofs  re- 

6 

2 

•  •  • 

8 

paired  or  spoutings  fixed  ... 
,,  houses  cleansed  and  lime- 

11 7 

132 

122 

371 

washed  by  owners 

39 

43 

54 

136 

,,  ditto  by  occupiers 

8 

9 

4 

21 

Total 

246 

267 

288 

801 

,,  wash-houses  repaired 

25 

52 

7 

84 

,,  new  wash-houses  provided  ... 
,,  houses  closed  voluntarily  by 

... 

2 

. . . 

2 

owner 

,,  houses  demolished  voluntarily 

30 

35 

9 

74 

by  owner 

27 

25 

8 

60 

INSANITARY  HOUSES  CLOSED  VOLUNTARILY  BY 

OWNERS. 

Nos.  5  and  6  in  12  Court,  Lower  Rushall  Street  ;  No.  8  in 
7  Court,  Stafford  Street;  Nos.  6,  38,  38A,  39  and  I  back  38  New 
Street  ;  No.  35  Dudley  Street ;  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4  Garbett’s  Cottages, 
Wednesbury  Road;  Nos.  5,  6,  7,  8  and  9  Blue  Lane  ;  No.  I 
Bellfield  Row;  Nos.  4  and  6  Field  Street,  and  No.  1  in  1  Court, 
Sneyd  Lane,  Bloxwich. 

HOUSES  CLOSED  AND  DEMOLISHED  VOLUNTARILY. 

In  addition  to  closing,  the  owners  have  demolished  the 
following  houses,  viz  : — Nos.  2,  19  Bank  Street,  Nos.  1,  2,  3 
Walsall  Arm’s  Yard,  and  No.  8  in  3  Court,  Bott  Lane,  Nos.  24, 
25,  26,  46,  47,  48,  and  1  2,  3  in  8  Court,  Lower  Rushall  Street, 
Nos.  10,  11.  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17  Ryecroft  Street,  Nos.  3,  4.  5 
and  back  house,  The  Ditch,  Nos.  52,  53,  53L  54,  I  back  of  54, 
and  2,  3,  4  Blue  Pig  Yard,  New  Street,  Nos.  I  to  II  Bradbury’s 
Court,  and  4,  5,  6,  30,  31,  32  Windmill  Street,  Nos.  5,  6,  7,  8,  9 
Blue  Lane,  No.  1  Bellfield  Row,  and  Nos.  4  and  6  Field  Street. 
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Table  III. 

Result  of  Notices  requiring  abatement  of  Nuisances  from 
overcrowding  in  dwelling-houses. 


No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

Dis. 

Dis. 

Dis. 

Totals 

No.  of  houses  in  which  the  number 

of  inmates  was  reduced 

II 

•  •  • 

II 

22 

,  houses  vacated 

I 

4 

IO 

15 

,,  living  vans  removed  from 

district 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

Table  IV 

• 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.. 

Act, 

1909. 

No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

Dis. 

Dis. 

Dis. 

Totals 

No  of  houses  reported  by  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  as  not  being 

fit  for  human  habitation 

19 

•  •  • 

19 

No.  of  houses  for  which  closing 

orders  were  made 

19 

«•  • 

19 

No.  of  houses  for  which  demolition 

orders  were  made 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

A  house  rear  No.  41  Bott  Lane  was  demolished  by  the 
owner  after  notice. 

Eighteen  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  undergoing 
repairs. 

Demolition  Orders  for  the  following  houses  were  made  at 
the  end  of  the  year  I909,  and  the  buildings  were  demolished 
early  in  I9I0,  viz. : — 

Lank  Street. — No.  3  and  cottage  at  back,  Nos,  15,  26,  Nos.  I 
and  Io  in  Chain  Yard. 

Bott  Lane.  —Nos.  38,  41,  and  5  and  8  in  4  Court. 


8o 


Table  V. 

Samples  of  water  submitted  for  analysis. 


No.  1 
Dis. 

No.  2 
Dis. 

No.  3 
Dis. 

Totals 

No.  of  samples  taken 

13 

12 

IO 

35 

No.  certified  as  good  for  drinking 

7 

4 

6 

1 7 

,.  ,,  unsafe  for  drinking... 

6 

5 

3 

14 

,,  unfit  for  drinking 

3 

I 

4 

No.  of  wells  closed 

3 

3 

.  -  • 

6 

houses  supplied  with  S.S.  water 

8 

6 

.  .  • 

14 

SYSTEMATIC  HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  VISITATION. 


This  work  has  proceeded  steadily  throughout  the  year,  a 
portion  of  each  Ward  has  been  inspected,  the  number  of  houses 


visited  being,  viz.  : — 

No.  I  District 

2551  houses 

V  2 

.  .  • 

^045 

< ,  3  >» 

1546  . 

Total 

6142  houses 

Table  VI. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

Each  cowshed  is  lime-washed  at  least  twice  during  the  year. 


No.  1 
Dis. 

No.  2 
Dis. 

No.  3 
Dis. 

Totals 

No.  of  persons  registered  during  the 
year  as  cow-keepers  or  milk-sellers 
No.  of  persons  who  have  given  up 
the  trade  of  cow-keepers  or  milk- 
sellers  during  the  year 

No.  of  cow-keepers  on  ^ 

register  1  31/12/10 
,,  milk-sellers  ,,  j 

Total  J 

19 

8 

I13 

1  72 

28 

14 

8 

log 

27 

17 

26 

6l 

74 

39 

47 

242 

85 

11 7 

87 

289 

,,  milking  cows  kept  ... 

,.  inspections 

2I4 

246 

108 

346 

190 

256 

512 

848 
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Bakehouses. 


Each  bakehouse  is  lime-washed  at  least  twice  during  the  year. 


No.  1 
Dis. 

No.  2 

Dis. 

No.  3 
Dis. 

Totals 

No.  of  bakehouses  in  use 

18 

27 

20 

65 

,,  underground  bakehouses 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

,,  bakehouses  registered  as  fac¬ 

tories 

3 

5 

3 

II 

inspections 

I42 

113 

120 

375 

Slaughter-houses. 


No.  1 
Dis. 

No.  2 
Dis. 

No.  3 
Dis. 

Totals 

No.  of  registered  slaughter-houses  in 
use  3I/I2/I0 

8 

5 

Io 

23 

,,  licensed  slaughter-houses  in 

use  3I/I2/I0 

4 

8 

8 

20 

Total 

12 

13 

18 

43 

No.  of  slaughter-house  licenses  re¬ 
newed 

2 

4 

7 

13 

,,  new  slaughter-house  licenses 

granted 

•  •  • 

,,  notice  of  occupation  received 

... 

I 

3 

4 

,,  slaughter-houses  in  which  new 

floors  have  been  laid 

I 

1 

.,  inspections 

704 

685 

839 

2228 

The  registered  slaughter-house  rear  No.  90  HatherRn 
Street  has  been  unoccupied  since  April  20th,  I9I0, 

The  licensed  slaughter-house  in  Fryer’s  Road,  Bloxwich, 
has  been  little  used  during  the  year,  the  occupier  having  a 
registered  slaughter-house  in  High  Street,  Bloxwich. 

Applications  for  licenses  for  premises  at  Bull’s  Head  Yard, 
rear  No.  19  Peal  Street,  and  rear  No.  51  Stafford  treet  were 
refused,  the  situation  being  unsuitable. 
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The  Health  Committee,  on  November  2lst,  Igio,  approved 
of  plans  of  buildings  intended  for  use  as  a  slaughter-house 
proposed  to  be  erected  in  The  Ditch,  and  abutting  on  Bullock’s 
Row. 

Fish  Yards. 


No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

Dis. 

Dis. 

Dis. 

Totals 

No.  of  fish  yards 

3 

5 

Io 

,,  inspections 

136 

229 

99 

464 

Workshops. 


No.  1 
Dis. 

No.  2 
Dis. 

No.  3 
Dis. 

Totals 

No.  of  new  workshops  notified  by 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 

20 

32 

7 

59 

,,  new  workshops  reported  by  the 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

3 

4 

7 

,,  removals  reported  by  the  Sani¬ 

tary  Inspectors 

4 

24 

6 

34 

,,  workshops  on  the  register 

277 

303 

141 

721 

,,  complaints  received  from  H  M 

Inspector  of  Factories 

3 

12 

I 

16 

,,  notices  served  relative  to  in 

sanitary  conditions  at  work¬ 
shops 

64 

26 

20 

no 

,,  Inspections  of  workshops 

477 

389 

235 

Ilol 

,,  ,,  factories 

48 

58 

16 

122 

Work  carried  out  in  compliance 
with  notices,  viz. : — 

No.  of  rooms  lime-washed  and 
cleansed 

I08 

46 

38 

192 

,,  workshops  repaired  (roofs, 
spoutings,  &c.) 

3 

I 

•  •  • 

4 

Other  nuisances  abated  I 

Factories  and  Workshops  j 

3 

I 

2 

6 

83 

W  orkshops — continued . 


No.  1 
Dis. 

No.  2 
Dis. 

No.  3 
Dis. 

Totals 

No.  of  water-closets  repaired 

2 

12 

I 

15 

,,  workshops  having  drains 

cleared,  &c. 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

,,  nuisances  abated  from  privies 

3 

I 

•  •  • 

4 

,,  workshops  ventilated 

I 

I 

•  •  • 

2 

,,  nuisances  abated  arising  from 

black  smoke 

2 

I 

3 

,,  privies  converted  into  water- 

closets 

7 

•  •  • 

. . . 

7 

HOMEWORK. 

No,  of  visits  to  outworkers 

60 

185 

54 

299 

Table  VII. 


Unwholesome  Food  Destroyed 


Beef,  Tuberculous 
,,  14  pieces 

Organs  from  7  carcases. 
Halibut  ... 

Hake 

Bream 

Tinned  Prawns  ... 
Rabbits  ... 

Apples  ... 


I  carcase, 
weight,  23llbs. 

...  weight,  8st.  gibs. 

weight,  8st. 
weight,  2st. 
weight,  24lbs. 

57- 

weight,  3olbs. 


Two  “seizures”  were  made  and  orders  of  condemnation 
obtained.  In  the  other  cases  the  articles  were  surrendered 
voluntarily. 
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Table  VIII. 


Magisterial  Proceedings. 


Act  under  which 
Proceedings  were 
taken. 

Nature  of  Offence. 

Date  of 
hearing. 

Remarks. 

Public  Health  Act, 
1875. 

Exposing  for  sale  four 
pieces  of  meat  (beef), 
unfit  for  food  of  man. 

1910. 

April  19 

Fined  £20  and  costs. 

Ditto 

Depositing  for  sale  six 
pieces  of  meat  (beef), 
unfit  for  food  of  man. 

Ditto 

Fined  £20  and  costs. 
Total,  £45  4s.,  or 
three  months’  im¬ 
prisonment. 

Ditto 

Foul  drains,  No.  1  Pleck 
Road,  and  Messrs. 
Adams  &  Goddards’ 
Factory,  Pleck  Road. 

June  28 

Order  made.  Work 
to  be  done  within 
three  days.  Costs, 

14/6. 

Ditto 

Foul  privies  and  cess¬ 
pool,  Nos-  106  and 
107  Elmore  Green 
Road,  Bloxwich. 

Ditto 

Adjourned  for  four¬ 
teen  days. 

July  12 

Work  done- 
Withdrawn.  Costs, 

4/6- 

Ditto 

Exposing  a  child  with 
Scarlet  Fever  in  a 
public  place. 

Aug.  19 

Fined  5/-  and  costs. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Adjourned  for  four¬ 
teen  days. 

Sept.  2 

Withdrawn. 

Particulars  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  are  to  be  found  in  the  special  report  under  those 
Acts,  page  97. 
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Table  IX. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Seven  hundred  and  twenty-six  cases  were  notified  under  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  from  January  1st’ 
I9I0,  to  December  31st,  I9I0. 


No.  1 
Dis. 

No.  2 
Dis. 

No.  3 
Dis. 

Totals 

No.  of  houses  in  which  Infectious 
Diseases  have  occurred 

185 

I84 

155 

524 

No.  of  visits  to  above  houses 

I084 

537 

506 

2I27 

houses  fumigated  by  Inspectors 

188 

I67 

I24 

479 

No.  of  persons  supplied  with  brushes  ...  1537 

,,  „  „  ,,  lime  ...  1851 

In  addition  to  the  above  figures,  82  houses  have  been 
disinfected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  where  cases  of  Phthisis 
have  occurred,  viz.,  28  in  No.  I  District  ;  34  in  No.  2  District  ; 
and  20  in  No.  3  District. 

On  December  31st  there  were  50  houses  infected  with 
notifiable  disease,  viz  ,  in  No  I  District,  9  with  Scarlet  Fever, 
3  with  Typhoid  Fever,  and  I  with  Erysipelas;  in  No.  2  District, 
8  with  Scarlet  Fever,  2  with  Typhoid  Fever,  2  with  Diphtheria, 
and  2  with  Erysipelas  ;  in  No.  3  District,  17  with  Scarlet  Fever, 
I  with  Typhoid  Fever,  2  with  Puerperal  Fever,  and  3  with 
Erysipelas. 


No.  1 
Dis. 

No.  2 
Dis. 

No.  3 
Dis. 

Totals 

No.  of  infected  houses,  Dec.  31st,  I909 
No.  of  houses  in  which  disease  was 

14 

7 

4 

25 

notified,  I9I0 

185 

184 

155 

524 

No.  of  infected  houses,  Dec.  31st,  I9I0 

13 

14 

23 

50 
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Number  of  Notices  sent  to  Schools  respecting  Infectious 
Diseases  in  houses  from  which  children  attend  School,  January 
ist,  1910,  to  December  31st,  1910. 


Name  of  School. 

No.  of  Notices 
sent  re 
Infected 
Houses. 

No.  of  Notices 
sent  Houses 
free  from 
Infection. 

Bath  Street 

15 

15 

Blakenall 

I 

I 

Bridge 

l9 

24 

Butts 

28 

30 

Caldmore 

4 

5 

Chuckery 

18 

Centenary 

12 

1  2 

Croft  Street 

20 

16 

Elmore  Green 

32 

34 

Hillary  Street 

JO 

10 

Leamore 

12 

13 

Little  Bloxwich  ... 

0 

1 

National  (Bloxwich) 

21 

21 

North  Walsall 

19 

16 

Palfrey 

20 

22 

Queen  Maiy's 

St.  Andrew’s 

9 

8 

5 

4 

St.  John’s,  Pleck... 

7 

7 

St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic 

10 

9 

St.  Matthew’s 

7 

10 

St.  Patrick’s  Roman  Catholic 

St.  Peter’s  Roman  Catholic  (Blox- 

6 

5 

wich 

3 

3 

Tantarra  Street  ... 

28 

27 

Wesley  (Ablewell  Street)  ... 

3° 

30 

Whitehall 

39 

41 

Whitehouse  Street 

2 

2 

Wisemore 

3 

3 

Wolverhampton  Road 

40 

38 

Private  Schools 

9 

8 

Others 

6 

6 

Total  ... 

43 1 

439=87° 

Notices  to  Sunday  Schools  of  Infected  Houses  ...  ...  321 

,,  ,,  Medical  Inspector  of  Schools  ...  ...  348 


1539 
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Streets  and  Places  in  the  Borough  where  Infectious  Diseases 
have  been  reported  and  visited  by  the  Inspectors  during  the  year 
1910,  alphabetically  arranged  in  the  different  Wards  of  the 
Borough. 


Bloxwich  Ward. 


STREETS 

No.  ot  cases  ol 
Diphtheria, 
including 

Membranous  Croup 

No.  ot  cases  ot 

Erysipelas 

No.  of  cases  of 

Scarlet  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Puerperal  Fever 

Allred  Street 

3 

Bell  Lane 

I 

Bellfield  Row 

I 

Cemetery  Road 

2 

Church  Street 

I 

9 

Clarendon  Street 

4 

Elmore  Green  Road 

I 

1 

Elmore  Row 

3 

Field  Street 

I 

1 

Eishley  Lane 

4 

Grant  Street 

I 

Green,  The 

1 

Harrison  Street 

I 

7 

I 

High  Street 

I 

4 

Marlborough  Street 

4 

New  Street 

1 

Parker  Street 

I 

2 

Park  Road 

1 

Pinfold  .. 

4 

Reeves  Street  ... 

1 

Revival  Street 

7 

Sand  Bank 

4 

Sneyd  Lane 

I 

2 

Stafford  Road 

I 

Station  Street 

I 

I 

6 

Tudor  Place 

2 

Wallington  Heath 

I 

Wolverhampton  Road... 

2 
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Leamore  Ward 


STREETS. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Diphtheria, 

including 

Membranous  Croup 

No.  of  cases  ot 

Erysipelas 

No.  ot  cases  of 

Scarlet  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Enteric  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Puerperal  Fever 

Beatrice  Street 

2 

Bentley  Lane 

I 

Birchills.  The 

2 

Blakenall  Heath 

I 

Blakenall  Lane 

I 

7 

Blakenall  Row 

i 

Bloxwich  Road 

5 

8 

I 

Cornwall  Street 

i 

Dawson  Street 

I 

Essex  Street 

I 

3 

Field  Street 

2 

Gladstone  Street 

7 

Harden  Lane 

2 

Harden  Road 

3 

Hereford  Street 

i 

High  Street 

3 

Hospital  Street 

2 

Leamore  Lane 

I 

May  Street 

I 

Miner  Street 

10 

I 

Northcote  Street 

I 

2 

Pinfold 

I 

Proffitt  Street 

I 

2 

I 

Reeves  Street 

2 

Station  Street 

I 

West  Street 

i 

2 

2 
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Birchills  Ward. 


STREETS 

No.  of  cases  of 

Diphtheria, 

including 

Membianous  Croup 

No.  of  cases  ot 

Erysipelas 

No.  of  cases  of 

Scarlet  Fever 

No,  of  cases  of 

Enteric  Fever 

No,  of  cases  of 
Puerperal  Fever 

Adams  Street 

I 

Bentley  Lane 

I 

3 

Birchills  Street 

I 

i 

Birchills,  The 

2 

Blue  Lane 

3 

Burrowes  Street 

4 

Cairns  Street 

4 

Croft  Street 

I 

Dalkeith  Street 

I 

2 

Farringdon  Street 

I 

Forge  Street 

I 

4 

Francis  Street 

i 

Green  Lane 

2 

5 

I 

Hollyhedge  Lane 

I 

F5 

Hospital  Street 

2 

Jessel  Road 

I 

Little  Street 

I 

Mary  Street 

2 

Pargeter  Street 

I 

4 

Parkbrook 

T 

Raleigh  Street 

i 

Regent  Street 

3 

Rupert  Street 

I 

Shaw  Street 

I 

Shortacre  Street 

i 

Stafford  Street 

i 

Wolverhampton  Road  ... 

I 

io 
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Hatherton  Ward. 


STREETS. 

i - - - - - - - 

No.  of  cases  of 

Diphtheria, 

including 

Membranous  Cvoup 

No.  of  cases  of 

Erysipelas 

No.  of  cases  of 

Scarlet  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Enteric  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Puerperal  Fever 

Ann  Street 

I 

Arboretum  Road 

I 

Borneo  Street 

3 

I 

Brewer’s  Drive 

2 

Butts  Road 

2 

Butts  Street 

I 

Butts,  The 

I 

Cannon  Street 

7 

Cecil  Street 

3 

Chapel  Street 

3 

Foden  Road 

i 

Forster  Street,  Upper... 

i 

i 

I 

Garden  Street 

i 

Hatherton  Street 

i 

i 

James  Street 

5 

Leigh  Road 

3 

Lichfield  Road 

i 

Littleton  Street  East  ... 

3 

Marlow  Street 

3 

Mellish  Road 

2 

Mill  Lane 

r 

5 

Mill  Street 

6 

I 

North  Street 

3 

Portland  Street 

8 

Proffitt  Street 

i 

Stafford  Street 

i 

Teddesley  Street 

i 

6 

Warwick  Street 

I 

4 

2 

Westbourne  Street 

2 
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Paddock  Ward. 


STREETS 

No.  of  cases  of 

Diphtheria, 

including 

Membranous  Croup 

No.  of  cases  of 

Erysipelas 

No.  of  cases  of 

Scarlet  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Enteric  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Puerperal  Fever 

Ablewell  Street 

3 

Balls  Street 

I 

Bank  Street 

I 

Beacon  Street 

4 

Birmingham  Road 

2 

Bott  Lane 

7 

Box  Street 

2 

Burleigh  Street 

I 

Charlotte  Street 

2 

Chuckery  Road 

3 

Eldon  Street 

I 

Essex  Terrace 

I 

Florence  Street 

2 

Foden  Road 

I 

Forster  Street.  Lower 

I 

Holtshill  Lane 

4 

Holtshill  Terrace 

I 

Intown  Row 

2 

Lichfield  Street 

I 

Lime  Street 

3 

Littleton  Street  East 

i 

Moncrieffe  Street 

I 

i 

Paddock  Lane 

7 

Persehouse  Street 

2 

Pool  Street 

7 

Rowley  Street 

3 

Rushall  Street.  Lower 

I 

9 

Selborne  Street 

I 

Sutton  Road 

I 

Tantarra  Street 

27 

I 

Tantarra  Walk 

1 

Tong  Street 

3 

Union  Street 

1 

Walhouse  Street 

7 

Walhouse  Street,  Upper  ... 

3 

Walsingham  Street 

6 

Ward  Street 

1 

Wedge  Street 

1 
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Bridge  Ward. 


STREETS. 

No  of  cases  of 

Diphtheria, 

including 

Membranous  Croup 

No.  of  cases  of 

Erysipelas. 

No,  of  cases  of 

Scarlet  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Enteric  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Puerperal  Fever 

Barleyfield  Row 

I 

Bath  Street 

I 

Birmingham  Road 

3 

Birmingham  Street 

I 

Bradford  Street 

2 

Bridge  Street 

I 

Cross  Street 

I 

Dandy’s  Walk 

I 

3 

Dudley  Street 

4 

Freer  Street 

2 

George  Street 

2 

Glebe  Street 

I 

Grove  Terrace 

2 

Hall  Lane,  Upper 

I 

Hart  Street 

4 

Lysways  Street 

I 

2 

Mountrath  Street 

I 

Mount  Street 

I 

Navigation  Street 

I 

New  Street 

I 

Orlando  Street 

I 

Peal  Street 

I 

Rushall  Street,  Upper 

2 

St.  Paul’s  Street 

I 

Sandwell  Street 

4 

Stafford  Street 

i 

Tasker  Street 

I 

i 

Temple  Street 

I 

Vicarage  Street 

i 

Wisemore 

I 

Walsall  and  District  Hospital 

2 

. 
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Pleck  Ward. 


STREETS 
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Bridgeman  Street 
Brook  Street 
Brook  Street,  Upper 
Chapel  Street 
Checketts  Street 
Darlaston  Road 
Dora  Street 
Ford  Street 
Forrester  Street 
Ida  Road 
Kingsley  Street 
Long  Street 
Manor  Road 
Navigation  Street 
Oxford  Street,  Pleck 
Parkbrook 
Pleck  Road 
Prince  Street 
Queen  Street,  Pleck 
Rollingmill  Street... 
Scarborough  Road 
Sheridan  Street 
Wednesbury  Road 
Wellington  Street 
Wolverhampton  Road 


The  Workhouse  ... 


I 

2 

I 

I 

o 

I 

3 

I 

4 

7 

I 

I 

I 

6 

2 

I 

3 

2 

I 

I 

I 

7 

I 

2 

I 

I 

4 

2 

i 

I 

i 

I 

3 

IO 

i 


2 

I 


I 


i 


i 


No,  of  cases  of 

Enteric  Fever 


94 


Caldmore  Ward. 


STREETS 

No.  of  rases  of 

Diphtheria, 

including 

Membranous  Croup 

No.  of  cases  ot 

Erysipelas 

No.  of  cases  of 

Scarlet  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Enteric  Fever 

Arundel  Street 

2 

Bath  Road 

I 

Bath  Street 

3 

Birmingham  Road 

I 

Brace  Sreet 

I 

Caldmore  Road 

I 

Cambridge  Street 

2 

Camden  Street 

2 

Countess  Street 

I 

Dale  Street 

2 

Emery  Street 

■ 

4 

Haskell  Street 

3 

Highgate  Terrace  . 

i 

Hope  Street 

6 

Little  London 

i 

Lord  Street 

I 

6 

Love  Lane 

i 

Milton  Street 

i 

Mountrath  Street 

I 

Mount  St reet 

i 

New  Mills  Stieet 

2 

J 

Oxford  Street,  Caldmore  ... 

i 

I 

Queen  Street,  Palfrey 

2 

Rutter  Street 

I 

2 

Sandwell  Stieet 

9 

Sandwell  Villas 

i 

South  Street 

i 

Spout  Lane 

i 

I 

Sun  Street 

I 

Thelma  Street 

2 

Thorpe  Road  *  ... 

3 

Truda  Street 

I 

Victor  Street 

3 

West  Bromwich  Road 

2 

I 

8 

West  Bromwich  Street 

2 

No.  of  cases  of 

Puerpeeal  Fever 
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Caldmore  Ward — continued. 


0 

STKEETS 

No.  ot  cases  of 

Diphtheria, 

including 

Membranous  Croup 

No.  of  cases  of 

Erysipelas 

No.  of  cases  of 

Scarlet  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Enteric  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Puerperal  Fever 

Weston  Street 

6 

Whitehall  Road 

to 

White  St i  eet 

I 

Whitmore  Street 

I 

2 

Windsor  Street 

2 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


(Copied  from  Report  made  to  Local  Government  Board, 
January  2nd,  1911). 

Report  showing  number  and  result  of  analysis  of  samples, 
and  proceedings,  during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1910. 


Description  of  article 
analysed. 

Total 

Number  of 
samples. 

Number 
certified  as 
genuine. 

Number 
certified  as 
adulterated 

Milk  ... 

87 

74 

13 

Butter  ... 

29 

29 

Cream  ... 

2 

2 

Cheese  •••  ••• 

9 

9 

Lard 

15 

15 

Coffee  ... 

10 

10 

Pepper-- 

3 

3 

Whiskey 

4 

4 

Rum 

2 

2 

Gin 

4 

4 

Camphorated  Oil 

5 

5 

Castor  Oil 

5 

5 

Olive  Oil 

1 

1 

Total 

176 

163 

13 

Compared  with  the  figures  for  1909,  there  is  an  increase 
of  30  samples  this  year. 


91 

85 


Number  of  Formal  samples 
Number  of  Informal  samples 


Total  ...  176 
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Legal  Proceedings. 


Date  ancT 

Date 

Amount 

Amount 

number  of 

of 

Offence. 

of 

of 

sample. 

Hearing. 

Fine. 

Costs. 

1910. 

March  9th 
No.  55 

Mar.  10th 
No.  64 


May  9th 
No.  81 


May  24  th 
No.  89 


May  24th 

No.  90 


24th 

91 

24  th 

92 

24th 

95 


Nov.  15th 
No.  175 


1910 

April  27th 

April  27th 

May  3rd 
June  10th 

June  24th 

June  24th 

June  24th 

June  24th 
.J 11  ne  24th 
June  24th 

Dec.  30th 


Nov.  15th 
No.  176 


Dec.  30th 


Selling  milk  32  per  cent,  defi¬ 
cient  in  cream 

Selling  milk  5  per  cent,  defi¬ 
cient  in  cream 


Selling  milk  containing  12 
per  cent,  of  added  water 


Consigning  and  selling  milk 
containing  16  per  cent,  of 
added  water 

Consigning  and  selling  milk 
containing  14  per  cent,  ot 
added  water 

Selling  milk  41  per  cent,  defi¬ 
cient  in  cream 

Selling  milk  30  per  cent,  defi¬ 
cient  in  cream 

Selling  milk  containingO'032% 
Boric  Acid,  equal  to  22 
grains  per  gallon 

Consigning  and  selling  milk") 
containing  11  per  cent,  of  | 
added  water 


> 


Consigning  and  selling  milk  j 
containing  10  per  cent,  of  | 
added  water  J 


Cautioned 

Adjourned 

10/- 

Adjourned 


Withdraw 
of  co 

£2 


£2 

£2 

£2 

2/6 

£1 


,  to  pay  costs 

18/6 

till  May  3rd 


£2  16s.  6d. 
till  June 24th 


nonpayment 
sts,  7/6 

18/- 


18/- 

18/- 

18/- 

5/- 


The  defen¬ 
dants  were 
ordered  to 
pay  costs 
for  each 
summon. 

£1  12s. 
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REMARKS  ON  LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


SAMPLE  No.  55. — The  defendant,  a  retail  shopkeeper, 
stated  he  had  had  the  milk  in  his  possession  30  hours  previous 
to  sale,  and  had  not  sold  any  except  for  sample. 

SAMPLE  No.  81.  Summons  withdrawn  on  conviction  of 
farmer  from  whom  samples  Nos.  89  and  90  were  taken. 

SAMPLE  No.  95. — A  conviction  for  selling  milk  containing 
Boric  Acid,  the  defendant  had  been  cautioned  on  two  occasions 
as  to  the  use  of  preservatives  found  in  previous  samples. 

LIST  OF  ADULTERATED  SAMPLES  FOR  WHICH  PROCEEDINGS 

WERE  NOT  INSTITUTED. 


Date  and 
number  of 
sample. 


Nature  of  adulteration. 


Remarks. 


1910. 

May  31st 

Milk  containing  9  per 

No.  97 

cent,  of  added  water 

J une  2nd 

Milk  which  was  4  per 

No.  115 

cent,  deficient  in 
cream 

July  25th 

Milk  10  per  cent,  defi¬ 

No.  141 

cient  in  cream 

From  milk  supplied  from  farmer  from 
whom  samples  Nos.  89  and  90 
were  obtained.  Taken  as  “Test” 
samples  during  period  in  which 
legal  proceedings  were  pending. 
(No.  97  was  informal.) 

From  a  local  Cowkeeper  having  three 
cows.  A  further  sample,  taken 
immediately  after  milking,  August 
9th,  No.  144,  had  298  per  cent,  of 
fat.  Explanation  considered  by 
Health  Committee,  vendor  advised 
and  cautioned  by  letter,  Septem¬ 
ber  7th,  1910. 


INFORMAL  OR  TEST  SAMPLES. 

Of  eighty-five  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
without  the  formalities  prescribed  by  the  Acts,  84  were 
genuine,  the  deficient  sample  was  “Milk  No.  97,’’  taken  as  a 
re-test  before  the  hearing  of  cases  in  connection  with  “watered” 
milk  from  the  same  vendor. 
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The  submitting*  of  informal  samples  enables  a  fairly 
correct  estimate  to  be  obtained  as  to  whether  adulteration  is 
much  practiced  ;  it  is  advantageous  for  the  following  reasons  : 

(1)  A  small  quantity  of  the  article  only  need  be  purchased  ; 

(2)  the  purchase  can  be  made  at  a  busy  time,  such  as  “  Market 
Day,”  without  causing  annoyance  to  the  vendor  ;  (3)  the  vendor 
is  unaware  that  his  goods  are  being  tested. 

A  register  of  all  purchases  is  kept  for  reference  for 
future  use. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ACTION  IN  REGARD  TO  SAMPLES 

REPORTED  AGAINST. 

Information  as  to  action  taken  for  each  sample  reported 
adulterated  is  given  on  pages  Nos.  97  and  98 

MARGARINE  ACT. 

Nine  persons  have  been  cautioned  and  advised  for  exposing 
margarine  for  sale  without  a  label,  and  four  others  were 
cautioned  for  using  unmarked  wrappers.  These  contraventions 
occurred  in  small  retail  shops,  and  were  occasioned  in  nearly 
each  instance  by  the  crowded  condition  of  the  table  or  shelf 
on  which  the  margarine  was  placed,  or  by  carelessness. 

A  report  was  made  to  the  Health  Committee  in  May  on 
this  neglect,  and  the  following  resolution  was  passed,  viz. : — 
“That  in  any  future  case  where  it  was  found  that  sellers  of 
margarine  do  not  use  wrappers  labelled  “  Margarine,”  as 
required  by  the  Margarine  Act,  a  summons  be  issued.” 

Since  the  resolution  was  published,  no  case  of  such  a 
nature  has  been  detected. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  obstruction  or  refusing  to  sell. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  &c. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Merchandise  Marks 
Act,  or  under  the  Common  Law. 
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INFORMATION  AS  TO  DECLARATIONS, 

MIXTURES,  &c. 

In  transmitting  samples  to  the  Analyst,  the  fullest  informa¬ 
tion  has  been  given  as  to  any  statement  or  declaration  made 
by  the  vendor,  and  in  the  case  of  printed  or  written  labels  or 
wrappers  supplied  with  any  article,  the  actual  label  or 
wrapper  has  been  handed  to  the  Analyst  at  time  of  delivery 
of  sample. 


LARD,  LARD  SUBSTITUTES. 

In  compliance  with  the  suggestion  made  in  the 
memorandum  issued  in  May  last,  a  number  of  lard  samples 
have  been  submitted.  All  were  certified  to  be  genuine. 

COMPOSITION  OF  MILK  SAMPLES. 

In  Certificates  relating  to  milk  samples,  the  Analyst  has 
given  the  amount  of  fat  present.  The  average  for  the  87 
samples,  including  the  adulterated  samples,  is  3*40  per  cent. 


On  separating  the  vendors  into  four  classes,  the  average 
percentage  of  fat  is  as  follows  : — 


Samples  obtained  from  : — 

No.  of 
samples. 

Amount  of 
fat  in 
poorest 
sample- 

Amount  of 
fat  in 
richest 
sample. 

Average 
amount  of 
fat- 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Cowkeepers 

15 

2*66 

3'50 

3‘09 

Dairymen 

14 

2-85 

4'25 

3*29 

Milksellers  supplied  by 

Cowkeepers 

29 

3‘05 

5‘3 

3*92 

Milksellers  supplied  by 

Dairymen 

29 

1*76 

47 

3*33 

Of  the  15  samples  obtained  from  Cowkeepers,  4  were  taken 
in  consequence  of  complaints.  The  average  percentage  of  fat 
in  the  II  samples  certified  genuine  was  3.22. 
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Of  the  12  samples  obtained  from  Dairymen,  7  practically 
contained  only  the  amount  of  fat  required  by  the  Standard, 
viz. 3  per  cent.;  1=2*90  per  cent.,  1=2*97  percent.,  3=3*0 
per  cent.,  2=3*1  per  cent. 

Of  samples  from  Milksellers  supplied  by  Cowkeepers,  one 
only  was  as  low  as  3*05  per  cent,  of  fat. 

The  percentage  of  fat  in  samples  from  Milksellers  supplied 
by  Dairymen,  after  excluding  three  samples  for  which  convic¬ 
tions  were  obtained,  equalled,  for  the  26  samples,  3*49  per  cent. 

Deducting  from  the  total  7  samples  where  proceedings 
were  instituted,  and  in  which  the  percentage  of  fat  was  below 
the  Standard,  the  average  fat  of  the  80  samples  equalled  3*48 
per  cent.,  a  figure  well  above  the  Standard  of  3  per  cent.,  and 
proof  that  the  3  per  cent.  Standard  is  not  unreasonably  high 
as  fixing  the  minimum  quantity  of  fat  which  should  be  found 
in  milk  offered  for  sale  for  human  food. 

REGISTRATION  OF  MARGARINE  FACTORY,  &C. 

A  manufactory  of  margarine,  and  of  two  separate  premises 
wherein  the  business  of  wholesale  dealers  in  margarine  is 
carried  on,  have  been  registered  during  the  year  on  the 
application  of  the  occupiers. 

ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 

Inspector  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts, 
and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Health  Department, 

Council  House,  Walsall, 
January  2nd,  1911. 
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Copy  of  Report  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts, 
1877  and  1884,  made  to  Local  Government 
Board,  January  4th,  1911. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  appointed  under  the  Canal  Boats 
Act,  1877  and  1884,  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1910. 

The  Inspector  visits  the  Canal  several  times  weekly  in 
different  parts  of  the  Borough. 

Name  of  Inspector:  ARTHUR  THOMAS  HUBBLE. 

Address:  Health  Department,  Council  House,  Walsall. 

BOATS. 

Number  of  Boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

,,  ,.  conforming  with  Acts  and  Regulations  ...  72 

,,  ,,  with  one  or  more  infringements  ...  ...  11 

OCCUPANTS. 

Number  of  men  on  Boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  119- 

,,  women  on  Boats  inspected  ...  ...  ..,  53 

,,  children  on  Boats  inspected  under  5  years  of  age...  41 

,,  children  on  Boats  inspected,  girls  over  5  and  under 

1 2,  boys  over  5  and  under  1 4  years  ...  ...  44 

The  total  registered  accomodation  on  the  83  boats  was  for 
338  adult  persons,  and  the  total  number  occupying  equalled 
214^  adults. 

Compared  with  1909,  there  is  a  slight  decrease  in  the 
number  of  women  ;  the  number  of  children  is  about  the  same 
as  last  year. 

Eighteen  boats  had  forecabins,  8  of  which  were  used  as 
sleeping  places. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  ages  of  the  85  children 
reported  as  living  on  the  boats  inspected : — 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

under 

I 

year 

2 

1 

3 

I 

and  under 

2 

years 

3 

4 

7 

2 

>> 

3 

tt 

...  .  .  . 

3 

8 

11 

3 

tt 

4 

tt 

3 

4 

7 

4 

5 

tt 

. .  .■ 

8 

5 

13 

5 

ft 

6 

tt 

6 

3 

9 

6 

tt 

7 

tt 

. . .  ... 

5 

2 

7 

7 

ff 

8 

tt 

2 

2 

4 

8 

ft 

9 

tt 

.  .  . 

2 

3 

5 

9 

tt 

10 

tt 

5 

2 

7 

10 

tt 

11 

tt 

3 

5 

8 

11 

tt 

12 

tt 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

4 

12 

ft 

13 

ff 

... 

— 

— 

— 

13 

tt 

14 

ft 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

44 

4i 

LT> 

00 

The  condition  of  the  boats  examined  may  be  classified  as 
follows  :  — I  excellent,  69  good,  II  fair,  and  2  bad. 

With  but  two  exceptions,  the  sanitary  state  of  the  boats 
examined  was  quite  satisfactory,  the  cabins  and  their 
appurtenances  cleanly,  and  the  occupants  appeared  to  be  in 
good  health. 

Two  boats  (belonging  to  the  same  owner,  and  examined 
together)  were  in  a  bad  condition,  owing  to  extreme  dampness, 
caused  by  leakage  from  cabin  tops  and  sides. 

In  one  case  the  aftcabin  was  overcrowded,  as  the  fore- 
cabin  was  unfit  for  use. 

Regulation  (No.  11)  imposes  on  the  master  the  requirement 
of  “  Causing  every  cabin  .  .  .  to  be  kept  at  all  times  in  a 

cleanly  and  habitable  condition.”  On  directing  attention  to 
this,  each  master  stated  that  if  he  complained  to  his  employers 


104 


of  the  condition  of  the  cabins,  he  (the  master)  would  probably 
be  discharged. 

Notice  was  given  to  the  owners,  and  seven  days  later  the 
Health  Committee  gave  directions  for  a  summons  to  be  issued 
against  the  one  master  for  overcrowding,  two  days  later  the 
contraventions  on  each  boat  were  certified  as  remedied. 

The  master  had  no  home  but  the  boat,  and  the  over¬ 
crowding  had  arisen  through  the  uninhabitable  condition  of 
the  forecabin.  In  these  circumstances,  after  advice,  the 
resolution  of  the  Committee  stood  in  abeyance  until  the 
Committee  again  met,  when  I  was  instructed,  “  the  defects 
being  remedied,  no  further  steps  be  taken.” 

NATURE  OF  INFRINGEMENTS. 


Registration  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Absence  of  Certificate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Marking  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  2 

Dilapidations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Provision  of  Water  Cask  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Without  Pump  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  13 

Infringements  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  still  corresponding  about  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  legal  proceedings  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


Remedial  measures  for  contraventions  have  been  obtained 
by  issuing  “  blue  notice  ”  forms,  and  by  verbal  instructions. 

No  case  of  Infectious  Disease  has  been  found  on  the  boats. 

Mr.  Owen  J.  Llewellyn,  H.M.  Chief  Inspector  under  the 
Canal  Boats  Acts,  examined  the  Register  of  Inspections  and 
Complaint  Book  on  March  8th,  1910,  and  made  an  inquiry  and 
suggestions  as  to  the  administration  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  in 
this  Borough. 

ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 

Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts, 
and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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